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MY DEAR FRIEND, 


As the truths contained in your Exhortation 


appear to me of great importance to men in 


general, and particularly to all true chriſtians, 
when I heard your thoughts on that ſubject, 
it ſtruck my mind, that the ſame truths com- 
1 | municated to others might be of uſe. I am, 
| therefore, to return you thanks for permitting 
me to make them public ; whilſt, at the ſame 

A i time, I would embrace the opportunity of pre- 
| fixing ſome thoughts of my own on a ſubject 
nearly allied to yours, and of equal importance; 
hoping for men's candour and attention, and, 


\ above all, the bleſſing of God. 


I remain, 
„ In the bonds of the Goſpel of Peace, 
Ever yours, 


ADAM CALLANDER. 
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THOUGHTS 


'S So 


PEACEABLE NATURE or CHRIST's KINGDOM. 


| 


R«avzn, be aſſured, that theſe pages are not pub- 
liſhed with the ſmalleſt view to gather money, but 
to ſpread truth, and propagate peace—to lead men 
to God for true happineſs, and to put chriſtians in 
mind of what is their duty to the powers that be 
that they may ſhew themſelves the children of peace, 
by a quiet ſubjection to that form of government un- 
der which the divine Providence has placed them. 
If a kingly government, to honour the king ;—if a 
republic, to obey that“. I am aware that the dif- 


Lt it not here be thought, that the author believes all kinds 
of government equally good, as calculated to promote the happi- 
neſs of men; by no means.—It would be an inſult to common 
ſenſe to ſay, that the government of a cruel deſpotic king, ſway 
ing the ſceptre over the lives, and ſporting with the liberties of 
his ſubjects, or that the uſurped ſpiritual government of a prieſt 
at Rome, called the Pope, were at all to be compared with the 
happy and wiſe government of this country. | | RA 

A 3 | ferent 


* 


— ñ ⁵¶ 


3 — 


N - 
r ˙²— Oo ooo one co uy poo uw www” NV" OE. oo eee ww Inge oe eo 


— ———— ũ 


* * 


6 ON THE PEACEABLE NATURE 


ferent contending parties about power, who kill one 
another, to gain little or nothing but the empty ap- 
plauſe of their fellow mortals, will treat the conduct 
of true chriſtians with ſcorn, and ſtyle them fools for 
merely keeping or obſerving the glorious laws of Je- 
ſus the prince of peace, which he has delivered to 
all his faithful ſubjects, to be obeyed, as a teſt of 
their love and ſubjection to him. | g 


While nations and individuals are ſhedding blood, 
riſing in arms, and whetting their ſwords in fierce 


zeal for power and different political opinions, 


even thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be the followers 
of the Prince of Peace, ſhew themſelves to be no 
other than lovers of war and ſtrife, vainly imagining 
that the glorious kingdom of Chriſt, which is not of 
this world, can be enlarged or defended by their 
carnal weapons. Whence has all this come ! but 
from leaving the fimplicity which is in Chriſt, hold- 


ing in common many things taught in the apoſtate 


church of Rome, who have ſhed the blood of thou- 
ſands, becauſe they would not bow down to their ido- 
latrous worſhip ? But, alas! Proteſtant profeſſors, of 
the religion of Jeſus, appear to be very ignorant of 
the nature of Chriſt's kingdom; and hence it ig, that 


in ſpeaking on political ſubjects, they are too com- 


monly led to ſpeak evil of dignities, or their lawful 
governors and magiſtrates. Their Juſt after power 
induces them to envy others that poſſeſs it, and their 
rebellious minds againſt civil authority, induces them 
to treat thoſe with contempt whom God has com- 

8 manded 
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manded to be honoured and prayed for. Tt is too 
evident, that ſuch characters do not fear God: and 
it is certain, that whatever zeal they manifeſt in re- 
forming others, it ſhould be applied in correcting 
their own errors. Thoſe who profeſs to be the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt ought to ſee the neceſſity of falling 
under the influence of the grace of God, which, as 
the ſcriptures teach, leads thoſe that believe it, to 
deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the world. —Surely 
that grace never reached the heart, when its greateſt 
oppoſites appear in the life. 


The great error of the day, even amongſt true 
chriſtians, is ignorance of the nature of Chriſt's 
kingdom, which is not of this world. True chriſ- 
tians are to appear a- peaceable and quiet people, 
acting oppoſite to the maxims and ſinful cuſtoms of 
this world ; to have one great end in view, which is, 
to attain that kingdom beyond death and the grave. 
As ſubjects of the Prince of. Peace, they are to be 
conformed to his laws, to follow the Captain of Sal- 
vation; and (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) to 
put on his uniform, which is true holineſs, meekneſs, 
and temperance. 


This being ſeen by the men of the world, a war 
is declared againſt the followers of Chriſt, more or 
leſs ſevere, The weapons the world uſes are com- 
monly reproach, contempt; ſcorn, evil names, and 
-Tuch like. Chriſtians muſt endeavour, by God's 

A 4 | grace, 
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grace, to diſarm their enemies, as Chrift did, by 
faith, patience, and forgiveneſs, to lead their ene- 
mies to repentance and true peace. This, in the 
eyes of the nations of this world, is called meanneſs 
of ſpirit, needleſs fingularity, methodiſm, and any 
name of reproach. But let chriſtians think on him 
that ſaid, Ye ſhall be hated of all men for my 
&« ſake; your faith will be ridiculed, and your prac- 
& tice derided.” Yet chriſtians, be courageous ; in 
the grace of Chriſt be ſtrong; never go over to the 
world again, but invite others to come to Jeſus ; to 

enliſt under the Captain of Salvation, and take part 
| with his deſpiſed people. Now, chriſtian brethren, 
is the time to ſhew you love peace, and that you be- 
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long to Chriſt, and hope for a kingdom beyond death 
and the grave. Let the nations ſee you are the chil- 
dren of peace, that you reſpect the laws of your coun- 
try, that you honour the king, obey magiſtrates ; let 
none of us ever be found to diſturb any government 
where our lot may be caſt; for we find no command 
of Chriſt for his diſciples to become keen politicians ; 

but to be thankful that they have protection under 
our government, and therefore ſhould pay taxes with 
cheerfulneſs. 


| 


As chriſtians are to be quiet and contented with 
their lot, they dare not ſpeak evil of dignities ; far 
leſs join clubs, or take up arms to bring about re- 
volutions ; or hurt or take away any man's life, in 
ſuch contentions about power. | 
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It is contrary to the nature of Chriſt's religion, 
who came into this world to ſave, and we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps. It is. alſo contrary to the nature of 
Chriſt's religion to join or take up arms, or that his 
diſciples ſhould ſeem to plot to bring about counter- 
revolutions. Blood-ſhedding and violence were fore- 
told; but ſtrictly forbid to Chriſt's diſciples. - Nay we 
are commanded to forgive our enemies; and when 
perſecuted in one place, to flee to another : ſhall we 
then diſobey Gop, and join ourſelves to armies of the 
nations of this world, who are cutting and deſtroying 
one another? No, chriſtians! far otherwiſe does 
your Prince command you. Hear his words, and 
how he orders you to overcome your enemies.“ If 
ce thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give 
c him drink *.“ By this chriſtian conduct you 
will heap coals of fire on his head, not to deſtroy 
'him, but to melt him down with kindneſs; and 
thus imitate the compaſſion of God to you while an 


enemy. Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children. Epheſ. v. 1. 


But againſt this the greateſt numbers will object. 
Shall nations act thus? Impoſſible! Shall men of 
ſpirit ſit down under affronts? It is foretold in ſerip- 
ture, that nation would riſe againſt nation; that 


The nations of this world practiſe the very reverſe of this; 
for if they find their enemies diſtrefſed for bread, they forbid all 


ſupplies, and are often found rejoicing at the miſery of their fel. 
low-creatures, 


the 
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the men of the world would act and be influenced 
by the ſpirit of the world; and glory in deſtroying 
one another . But let Chriſt's diſciples confider, 
that they are called out of the nations to be a holy 
people, not-to mix with the nations in their deſtructive 
wars and bloodſhed ; there is enough foretold who 
would war and fight, without Chriſt's diſciples taking 
up the ſword. Jeſus has ſaid, © My kingdom is not 
& of this world; if it was of this world, then ſhould 
& my ſervants fight.” John xvi. 36. Come out then 
from amongſt them, my brethren, This is the com- 
mand of Jeſus, who forgave his enemies, 2 Cor. vi.17. 
Did Jefus, his apoſtles, or followers, ever endeavour 
to raiſe .an army? No; while its primitive beauty 
laſted, the diſciples gloried in forgiving their ene- 
mies; and in being conformed to the Captain of 
their ſalvation made perfect through ſufferings. 


It has been objected to this ſcriptural account of 
the primitive chriſtians, that their reaſons for not 
raifing an army, and contending for power, was 
rather owing to their weakneſs and want of number, 
than their averſion to become powerful by war. No; 


I enter not into the different political conteſts of nations. 


Therefore, let it once for all be remarked; that the authoryloes not 
pretend to dictate to thoſe in authority, relative to which are juſt or 
unjuſt wars on the principles of politics ; leaving it to thoſe whoſe 
buſineſs it is to inveſtigate theſe ſubjects. He only maintains, with 
the apoſtle, That wars and ightings originate in the luſts of men. 


| Janes i Iv. 1, 2. 


they 
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they underſtood too well their Maſter's command, 
and the nature and genius of his heavenly kingdom. 


Hence we find, the peculiar laws of Chriſt were 
never intended for a nation of this world, but for 
his diſciples, called in ſcripture, a Peculiar People, a 
Holy Nation, 1 Pet, ii. . ſeparated from the nations in 
their tempers and conduct, and from all national 
churches, having a form of godlineſs, but denying 
the power thereof. From ſuch, ſays the apoſtle, Turn 
c away *,” Thus chriſtians are to obey the com- 


 mands of Chriſt, both in a civil and religious way, 


by avoiding what is finful, and living in peace, as 
ſtrangers and - pilgrims in this world, though ac- 
counted ſingular. Any government under which 
they live will have no cauſe to complain of them. 
And as they are forbid to take the ſword, or take part 
in the bloody wars of the nations, conſequently no go- 
vernment has reaſon to fear that mobs or revolutions 
can be brought about by the true and peaceable ſub- 
jects of Chriſt's kingdom. Even under governments 
that are ſaid to be uſurped, and during fierce conten- 
tions about power, the chriſtian has nothing to do to 
join in theſe diſputes, but ſimply to obey thoſe that 


There appears many of Chriſt's diſciples members of national 
churches, who, though they allow, that there are many in theſe 
churches that only have a form of godlineſs, yet they hold com- 
munion with ſuch, againſt the voice and word of God. Thus ig- 
norant of the command of God, and inſtead of turning away, en- 


Courage the profane to go on. Hear then, my” brethren, the 


voice of God From ſuch turn away.” 
| hold 
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hold the power; to pray for the rulers, whoever they 


are; and if they cannot live in peace under them, 


then they muſt retire ®. Jeſus, our bleſſed law-giver, 
has not informed us what 1s the beſt form of go- 
vernment; but has ſtrictly enjoined his diſciples 
ro diſturb no government, but to pray for it, 
and live peaceably. If Paul was thankful for pro- 
tection under the government of a wicked emperor, 
(and we do not find that diſciple of Chriſt acting 
as a member of any political club) ſurely every true 
chriſtian will be thankful for the mercies he enjoys 
under the Britiſh government. We find no perfe& 
government on earth ; and men are ever ready to 
err; kings and miniſters, magiſtrates and others. 
They may even bring diſtreſs on a country by their 
iniquity, as hiſtory confirms. In this caſe a chriſtian 
ſhould pray for them, and pity them; and (if he 
has any influence) to endeavour to lay the laws of 


God before them ; that they may repent before God, 


that the nation may be ſaved, How dreadful are the 
calamities now of a neighbouring nation, deluged in 
blood ! Sin and iniquity has brought down the judg- 
ments of God upon them. Every one that reads 


and meditates, muſt be convinced of the wickedneſs 


There are two parties now in France, each contending and 
murdering one another for power and dominion. Even under 
ſuch melancholy circumſtances, the peaceable chriſtian muſt obey 
thoſe who hold the reins of government ; ſuch are the powers to 
him, that he dare not join to ſhed blood, either as a revolutioniſt or 
2 counter-revolutionift. If, for his peaceable principles, both 
ſhould hate him, it will be better to retire than retaliate. 


and 
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and general corruption of that court ; together with 
the clergy and people in general, now ſcattered, broken 
in pieces, and ruled by others, ſtill more wicked, 
wholly given up to confuſion and anarchy“ . God 
has revealed in ſcripture, that puniſhment will ſuc- 
ceed iniquity ; that revolutions in kingdoms (the in- 
evitable conſequence of fin and corruption) would cer- 
tainly take place. Mankind have dreadfully departed 
from God, and the corruption of the heart 1s clearly 
evinced by the ſtreams that daily flow from that foun- 
tain, One individual blames another, the other re- 
torts; but both are infected with the ſame diſeaſe. 
Hence the moſt ſevere and abuſive language againſt 
our rulers and lawful authority. 


It is not here inculcated, that ſuch powers are per- 
fect · ; far from it. But that iniquity may not be our 
ruin, let each individual call to mind his own fins 
againſt the law of God, and turn to God the Lord 
by Jeſus Chriſt ; when he will then ſee more clearly 
how to caſt the beam out of his neighbour's eye. 
Let chriſtians conſider the various mercies and ad- 
vantages that we enjoy in having a fixed and ſettled 
government ; and nothing ſhews more the ingratitude 
of the human heart, than our only coming to know 
the value of our mercies when any are no l in 


In the midſt of commpion, there is no doubt, in that kingdom, 
many good men groaning for deliverance. 

+ We are not called to flatter our ſuperiors, or . the 
erimes of any.— But no real chriſtian can believe, that it is right 
to reform by violence, or reach conviction by abuſe. 

8 . our 
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our poſſeſſion. Few things are more evil than vio» 
lent diſputes; they often degenerate into hatred ; 
and the caſe is ſtill more alarming when the rulers 
of a nation are divided, and each followed by their 
reſpective parties. Thus commotions, civil war, 
and all it melancholy conſequences, 


This is one great reaſon why chriſtians ſhould pray 
for all that are in authority, that their counſels may 
be directed for our good, and that the kingdom of 


Chriſt may flouriſh and increaſe; that its converts : 


may be many, called out from the nations; and 
-, evince that they are the ſubjects of the Prince of 
Peace, by beating +«eir ſwords into plough - ſhares, 
and their ſpears into pruning-hooks, and withdraw 
| fromthe fierce and bloody conteſts of ambitious men. 

Nothing has been more deſtructive to true chriſti- 
anity than the evil example ſet by the great Anti- 
chriſt, the Church of Rome, in teaching its con- 
verts to uſe the ſwerd ; deluging the nations in blood. 
Ten thouſand pages would not contain the catalogue 
of the murders, maſſacres, and devaſtations made by 
that monſtrous eh 

I 

I I do not mean to tire the reader's patience by en- 
deavouring to turn over thoſe dreadful cruelties; 
but will only remark, that the general conduct of 
that church for ſome centuries, proves itſelf to have 
apoſtatized from the true, peaceable, and ſpiritual 
profeſſion of the religion of Jeſus. When their 


plans 


re 
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io- plans of aggrandizement would not ſucceed by arti- 
d ; fice and cunning, they immediately had recourſe to 
ers the ſword.— Kings and Princes have been the execu- 
eir tioners of their ſanguinary laws, to murder the ſer- 
I, vants of God. But through infinite mercy to the 


church, the nations now appear to hate the whore 

as much as they formerly loved her. Therefore, 

ay G dd is to be praiſed, who gave his witneſſes ſtrength, 
ay and glorified his name, in their boldly giving their 
of lives for the truth, rather than ſubmit to the idola · 


Ts . trous worſhip of that church. 

d | 7 

of The light of the glorious goſpel, at the reforma» | 

8, tion, and fince, has chaſed away much of the anti- | 

w chriſtian darkneſs, and cauſed its votaries to ſkulk | 

N into dark corners, as the owls and bats before the | 
Z light of the ſun*. But, alas! there is yet much of + 

i- the influence of that power, and much of its dark {| 

i- neſs remaining in proteſtant countries. 

2s. i | 44 

14 It is far from my intention in theſe few pages to 

2 endeavour to ſhew the many ways this has been 

y done, by nations who are ignorant of the ſpiritual 

1-3 nature of chriſtianity. But how dreadfully has this 
kingdom, and others, ſuffered by religious wars. 

Even the people of God have been drawn away to 

; take up the ſword, and kill their enemies, from ig- 

f ö norance of the nature of Chriſt's kingdom. But, 
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diſcourſe on the fall of this Babylon, by Fle- 


ſays 
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ſays Jeſus, © They that take the ſword ſhall periſh 
by the ſword;” remarkably fulfilled in ſo many 
periſhing by that weapon. In this country, we have 
ſeen thouſands; each party vainly ſuppoſing they 
fought in the cauſe of Chriſt :—witneſs the igno- 
rance of ſueh men, of the nature of Chriſt's king- 
dom, that finding no countenance for their bloody 
wars from Chriſt and his apoſtles, have had recourſe to 
the Jewiſh ſtate of things. But we ſee how Chriſt 
rebukes that ſpirit ſo natural to fallen man, When 
they wiſhed fire to come down on thoſe that oppoſed 
them, the meek and lowly Saviour plainly told them, 
That they knew not what manner of ſpirit they were 
& of.” The Son of man is not come to deſtroy 
men, but to ſave.— Glorious religion How con- 
trary do we find the conduct of men; not only the 
bloody church of Rome, but Proteſtants, diſcovering 
the ſame ſpirit when abe had the ER” on 
or 

Hence we find men actuated by the ſame ſpirit, 
in the beginning of the civil wars in the reign of 
Charles, ignorant of the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, 
_ lifting the ſword, and crying out, To your tents, 
O Iſrael !” » Thus quoting ſcripture, delighting in 
the Jewiſh economy (now done away)Arather than 
follow the Prince of Peace, in a way of ſuffering, 


| . Queen Elizabeth, who had juſt eſcaped with life, the cruel 
hands of her perſecutors, on account of religion, now in her turn 


perſecutes others; inſtigated by her clergy, fines and drives out of 
ber kingdom ſome of her moſt loyal and quiet ſubjects, only becauſe 


their form of church government differed from hers. 
glory in g 


* 
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h glorying in their numbers, ſlaying their enemies, 
4 deſtroy ing one another, by every means hateful, and 
e and hating one another. Each party declaring that 
* they fought the battles of the Lord, and cutting one 
J- another's throats in his ſacred name. But if we 
'- would hallow the name of God, we ſhould do his 
y will; and his will is as contrary to the conduct of 
0 ſuch men as light is to darkneſs. Wherefore, oh! 
t chriſtian, come out from among them hear the 
n command of Chriſt Love your enemies, do good 
] te to them that hate you, and pray for them that per- 


$14 * ſecute you.” But the nations ſay, We muſt fight 
TE * for our liberties and privileges; it is our right.“ 
r But Chriſt ſays to his diſciples, © Avenge not your» 
- | « yourſe]ves ; if they take one garment (rather than 
$11.3 * deſtroy your enemy), give him the other alſo“.“ 
% Impoſlible !” cry the men of the world; © muſt 1 
* turn ſo mean ſpirited, as to ſuffer an indignity ? by 
no means,” ** [mpoſlible !” ſay thoſe of the eſta- 
bliſhedchurch, © we cannot think of yielding any an- 
& cient privilege; we will rather periſh with our 
% ſword in our hand,” —Many of the diſſenters are 
alſo ready to fight. © And ſhall we,” ſay they, © not 
fight for our religion, &c, &c.”—Thus amidſt the 
din of contention, the ſcriptures are not heard. But 
let not Chriſt's diſciples mix with ſuch men +. 


» Thouſands df profeſſed chriſtians endeavour to er "wy 
theſe plain and important ſayings of Chriſt. 

I Ip large ſocieties the prevailing temper will be 3 of 
affronts ; till amongſt them we find thoſe that 0 25 God, 
TION come out from among them. 


B We 
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Whatever others may think, be affured your religion 
is in no danger: it is out of the reach of men. Your 
hope, when humbly truſting in God, can never be 
taken from you; ſays the poltle, * Chriſt in you the 
v6 hope of glory.” | 


We find; what are called chriſtian nations, then, are 


not Chriſt's diſciples : their actions and tempers con- 


tradict the name. How dreadful will it be at laſt, to 
behold thouſands caſt out from the preſence of God, 
and the heathen riſe up in judgment againſt ſuch vain 
profeſſors of the name of Chriſt. What is now 
highly extolled by men, is © abomination in the 
te fight of God.” It appears, that the nations have 
only the form of chriſtianiry. Look at their mutual 
animoſities, and bloody conqueſts, Hiſtory is only 
a detail of evil. We find monuments: erected to 
thoſe that have been only famous for ſhedding blood. 
Alexander, called the Great, overrunning countries 
with fire and ſword. A Charles the XIIth, of Swe- 
den, never eaſy but when his ſword returned full 
of blood, with thouſands of his deluded followers, 


thanking God that. he had power to deſttoy his fel- 


low- creatures. See a Louis the XIVth, called the 
Grand Monarch, believing that Europe was only 
formed for him to conquer ; view thk man in the 


- "height of what the world terms, Glory, giving ear 
to a wicked prieſt; revoking the edit of Nantz, and 


caufing his peaceable proteſtant ſubjects to be cruelly 
maſlacred, to render his name immortal *, T heſe, 


ig | Suk men ths the name fs Mok c. 
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and ſuch like, are the heroes of the world, with their 
deluded followers. Let it be your greateſt honaur, 
O chriſtians, to follow Chriſt ; you will never be de- 
ceived nor deluded ; ſtudy his laws; revere and love 
his name and people and know, that to overcome 
evil with good, is the moſt glorious of all victories, 
and truly beneficial to your fellow men. Beſides, 
What is the honour that comes from the world? Ir 
is empty, and certainly periſhing; and, as the 


world is corrupt, that which delights it muſt be of 


the ſame nature, 


The men of the world and nations fight and de- 
ftroy one another with fire and ſword; individuals 
with barbarous revenge for the ſmalleſt affronts, blow- 
ing out one another's brains, called a gentleman-like 
ſpirit . A difference in opinion often leads men to 
ſuch dreadful lengths. Whence come wary and fight- 
ings, but from the luſt of men; a thirſt for power; 
often the ambition of princes, and at other times, 
the reſtleſs ſpirit of their ſubjects? All this ſprings 
from the root of iniquity in the heart. Men, igno- 
rant of the ſpiritual nature of chriſtianity, make their 
different opinions the one thing needſul; and will 
give life and all to gain their ends. 114 ® 


But chriſtians, be aſſured, (one thing is need. 
* ful:“ the Faith of Chriſt held faſt, as our only 
hope in life and death. Zcalous political diſputes, 


„This is accounted murder ! Gods. and is rather 
enn 4 | 
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and fighting, muſt be left to the men of the world, 
They prove their zeal by ſlaying one another. Let 


the diſciples of Chriſt prove theirs, by contending 
earneſtly for the truth, and the laws of Chriſt ; with 


all long ſuffering, patience, and meekneſs, fleeing 
war and bloodſhed. Should you be hated by men 
| For your peaceable principles, remember Chriſt ſays, 


c If ye were of the world, the world would love his 
„ on; but becauſe ye are choſen out of the world, 


ec therefore the world hateth you.“ 


There ever will be an irreconcileable diſagreement 


between chriſtianity and the world. They think it 
_ range, ſays the apoſtle, that ye run not with 


s them in the ſame way ſpeaking evil of you.” The 
*chriſtian could not keep the ſabbath, mixed with an 
army, ſlaughtering their fellow-creatures. Inſtead of 
meeting in their peaceable aſſemblies to worſhip God, 
perhaps ordered on that day to deſtroy their fellow 
men; perhaps to point the deſtructive ſhell againſt 


the houſes ' of poor helpleſs women and children, 


-groaning at the ſame time beneath other woes. Flee 
then, O chriſtian, theſe ſcenesꝰ . Let ambitious men 
fight; there is enough of them. Let them ſeek 
their periſhing glory,—Chriſt has for&old all this; 
and that his diſciples would be but a remnant at any 


» If Chriſt's diſciples enter into the wars of the nations of this. 


world, on both ſides, they muſt of courſe deſtroy one another at 
the command of men. Thus diſobeying Chriſt, who commands 
Fhem 39 love all men, eſpecially one another, ot 


bas | 4 ume: 
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ume. Come out then from them, leſt, being par- 
takers of their fins, you may partake of their pu- 
niſnments. You have many enemies to combat. 
Chriſtians are called to be ſoldiers, though not to 
kill men, becauſe of ſome encroachment on their li- 
berties; yet to fight for the great Captain of the 
chriſtian armies has commanded them to uſe; wea- 
Pons z not to riſe againſt kingdoms or republics, bu 
againſt Satan, principalities, wicked ſpitits, againſt 
cc the rulers of the darkneſs of this world: thetes 
&« fore, take the whole armour of God—the helmet 
& of ſalvation—the ſword. of the ſpirit, which is the 
« .word of God—your feet ſhod with the preparation 
« of the goſpel of peace—and above all, the ſhield, 
« of faith, to quench the fiery darts of the wicked“. 


Ebphbeſ. vi. My chriftian brethren, and beloved in 


the Lord, let me exhort you to be thus armed; thoſe 
will periſh by the hand of the enemy that undertake 


to fight without this armour. Lou, however, have 


the certain promiſe of victory in ſtanding faſt. Your 
eternal life depends upon it, through. the power of 
Chriſt, 


We hear of wars in the nations. Their political 
opinions are not to be compared to what the chriſtian 
is called to fight for. Not to take a city, but to lay 
hold on eternal life,” How different tlien is ay 


„ Theſe are. glorious meaponsyery differen from thoſe of | 
the nations of this world, 
B 3 | Lingen 
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kingdom of Chriſt, from the kingdoms of this 
world; how different its defence, and the armour, 
tempers, and conduct of its ſubjects. Men are in- 
vited to become ſubjects of this prince. "Let the 
reader conſider ſeriouſly its great importance. The 
world, and the buſineſs of it, will only leave you 
comfortleſs, if made your chief happineſs, We are 
by nature ſinners and ungodly in the fight of a pure 
| and holy God. Though ſome are greater, others 
leſs; yet all condemned. No way of eſcape by obey- 
ing that holy law); the breaches of that law bring us 
al in gulty. Tears cannot waſh away ün—Re- 
morſe will not pay OY cannot pac) 
chaſe OW: ones 92 


FI 


re a OT will accompany true- + repens 


; and alms-giving will ſhew our compaſſion to 
Ts But God has declared but one way by which 
we can receive a pardon, and be waſhed from our 


fins; every other dependance muſt be renounced, 
and as finners, we muſt flee to the only refuge, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In him is life and peace. It 
« is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
et that Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners. 


N 1 | * 


Thus the 1 8 250 Abe of God appear, en+ 
enlightening men to underſtand the true way of ſal- 


vation. W of mankind bas the leaſt occafion 
f to 


or cnntsr's Kẽl .  oQ 
to glory over n becauſe it is God that ſhewerh 
mercy. 
The glory of the world is generally in what they 


have done. But the humble apoſtle ſaid, God for- 
ce bid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of Chriſt.” 


This is true chriſtianity, Thus it is written, * Ag 


c many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 
tc the ſons of God *. Rom. viii. This ſome would 


call enthuſiaſm, to be enlightened and led by the 


Spirit of God. But Chriſt declares, '** none can call | 


. him Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt.” There cannot 


be a chriſtian on earth, without the Spirit of God. 
None can underſtand the ſcriptures, ſavingly and 
truly, but by the holy Spirit the ſpirit every true 
chriſtian receives: it is proved to be the Spirit of 
God, in man, by leading the condemned ſinner to 
the croſs for life and ſalvation. The Spirit leads to 
true holineſs—to purity of heart to the love of God 
and man; in ſhort, to all that is holy, juſt, and good. 

It is contrary to all revenge ; being the Spirit of. 
Chriſt, it will be diſcovered as a meek and quiet ſpi- | 
rit in private and in public, By this ſhall all men ſee, , 


that it is truth, and no enthuſiaſm. By this,” ſays' 


Jeſus, 5 mall all men know that ye are my diſciples,” - | 


e if ye love one another.” Love is [aid to be the 


fufilling of the law—love to God will lead us to obey | 


®* In this dip of clamour about rege, we ad, that except v. | 
Yr * we cannot . 1 
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him—love to our neighbour will lead us, to ſerve 


him—love to enemies will lead us to forgive them , 


9 Bt will alſo be a peculiar love to all our fellow- 
_ diſciples ; not only thoſe we more immediately join 
with in our public aſſemblies, but wherever we diſ- 
cover any that are made partakers of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, to love them as members of that body of 
which Jeſus i is the head. 5 | 


3 . TO ks children of God, by faith in Chriſt 
- "Jeſus; that is, all true believers, it muſt follow, fince 
children of the ſame God and Father, that they are 
all brethren and ſiſters. They are called then to ſe- 
parate themſelves, and have no communion. in religi- 
ous worſhip with Unbelievers, Deiſts, Atheiſts, Ari- 


ans, and ſuch like; but alſo to ſeparate from nomi- 
nal profeſſors of Chriſt's religion, deſcribed. by the 
apoſtle, 85 n a form 8 alen, but feng 


„ 8 is this to the ſpire of the world 1—we can 


ſearcely go into private company in this day of political zeal, but 
we hear wiſhes expreſſed of deſtruction to their enemies; yet at 


church; ſuch perſons appear to pray Evyoutly, « that God would 


forgive them, and turn their hearts.” Thus blefing and curſ- 
Ang proceed out of the ſame mouth. How unlike is this to the 
ſpirit of Chriſt !. When the chriſtian hears of the AQts of wicked 
and cruel men, the Spirit of Chriſt leads him to pity them, and pray 
for their coniverfion ; knowing that it is only by the mercy of God 


he lives, and that God ſuffered long with him while an enemy, - 


The chriſtian is taught to hear God's word; that ſays, * Vengeance 


- is mine.” This doctrine of Chriſt takes not away the power of 


n magiſtrate to puniſh offenders, 


* 
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rt the power; from ſuch turn away.“ The firſt chriſ- 
tians ſeparated themſelves from the mixed multitude; 
both from unbelieving Jews and Gentiles; Acts xix. 
They were joined together in ſocieties, called in ſcrip- 
ture, The churches of the ſaints. To obey Chriſt þ 
in all his laws—to love one another, which 1s the 
peculiar mark of Chriſt's diſciples—to hold thus 
a public teſtimony of the excellency and nature” of 
the religion of Jeſus: Nothing is more wanted in 
this day of looſe - proſeſſion of Chriſt's religion, than 
that true chriſtians ſnould ſeparate from the nominal, 
in all religious communion. The command is plair, 
Thoſe that diſobey it, are building up and encou- 
raging iniquity, inſtead of 8 from ſuch men“. 
Tam 


® While we obey the command of Chriſt, to ſeparate from the 
immoral and profane, ſome chriſtians have run into the oppoſite 
extreme, and called it unlawful either to pray, or to ſing the 
praiſes of God, with thoſe whom they account true behevers and 
ſaints ; becauſe they are not members of the ſame church or ſocie 
ty in this world, Though chriſtians ſhould be of one mind in the, 
faith and principal ordinances of Chriſt, in their particular aflem- | 
blies ; becauſe they cannot have communion in an ordinance, if 
not agreed how that ordinance is to be obſerved ; yet occafional« 
ly, real chriſtians may have communion in ordinances in which 
they are agreed, though not all members of the exact ſame ſo. 
ciety on earth ; becauſe ſuch fellowſhip is founded on their mu- 
tual relation to God, as his children; and to Chriſt, as their one 
Lord Redeemer, As the beſt chfiſtians only ſee in part, and are li- 
able to err, this ſhould encourage mutual forbearance and love, that 
while we avoid one extreme, we may not run into another. What 
| is for the glory of God, and the good of men, will be found by | 
'___ avoiding 
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1 am now to beg pardon for this digreſſion; but 
as it appears important, that true chriſtians ſhould re- 
turn to that primitive ſimplicity, ſimple faith, quiet 
and peaceable behaviour of the firſt believers, I can 
eaſily hope the importance of the ſubject will plead 
” excuſe with N ſerious reader. 


bn every individual = it to * that they may 
break '* off their fins by repentance, left iniquity 
ehe our ruin.” Is it in vain that God threatens na- 
tions and individuals? No; fin and corruption have 
come to a dreadful length in this country. Conſider 
the holineſs and purity of that God, againſt whom 
we rebel; almoſt every iniquity committed under 
Popiſh darkneſs, is now done under the name of 
Proteſtant and Reformed in this nation. But it is 
- awful to think, that thoſe who have had the cleareſt 
truth, and made light of it, will have the greater pu- 
niſhment. The caſe of the Jews, who ſtrictly profeſſed 
the true religion, were under that profeſſion dread- 
fully overthrown ; their city burnt with fire, on 
account of their wickedneſs, and given up to the 
ſword ob * _ in all places, | 


| Vier ra moment our on ſins, infigelity, neg - 
le& of the Goſpel of Chriſt, denying the Godbead 


avoiding each extreme. Thus chriſtians will bew that love and 
compaſſion for one another, that we find ſo conſpicuous in 
- Chriſt, who bore with the ignorance and prejudices of his true 


| [= . | 


ak 
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and Divinity of Chriſt 3 and thus, from this bitter 


1 | root of infidelity and unbelief, all manner of immo- 


ralities grow and increaſe, from the bigher to the 
lower ranks of men. F 


Hence a corruption of manners.-Sin becomes 
common, and, under the name of faſhion, advances 
with bold ſteps and unbluſhing countenance, bring- 
ing with it a train of evils, until the long-ſuffering 


of God is no more, when the nations are given 


up to ſuffer the moſt dreadful calamities— Men, 
brethren, and fathers, let me exhort you to lay theſe 
things to heart; be aſſured they are not illufions, 
or the dark dreams of melancholy ; they are awful 
realities : fin and iniquity are the forerunners' of 
judgment, Turn your eyes to a - neighbouring 
kingdom. Not to puff ourſelves up with a fond 


conceit of our moral rectitude, but to lead us to 


repentance. This is the true ule to be made of the 
awful judgments of others. For unleſs,” fays Chriſt, 
te ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” Luke xiii. 
Fenter not into the fierce diſputes of democrats and 
ariſtocrats, Let each one think of theſe words. of 
Chriſt ; and falling down in the preſence of God, re- 
pent of their fins, and return to the Lord through 


Jeſus, the certain refuge of the guilty. =» | 


But it is objected, ** None will give ear to ſuch ad- 
© vice. The great and lower ranks will ſtill go on in 
& their faſhionable and accuſtomed iniquities.“ An- 

1 ſwer, 
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ſwer, It is too true. But, reader, hear the voice 6f 
God: “ fave yourſelves from this corrupt genera- 
&« tion *. Acts. ii. What if thoufands ſhould pe- 
Tiſh ; it will but aggravate your fin, that -you re- 
mained amongſt them. Should a ſhip be quickly 
going to the bottom, and a certain way of eſcape is 
ſer before you, you | muſt, without delay, © ſave 
« yourſelf.” Though hundreds, making light of ſal- 
vation, or being intoxicated, go down and periſh. 


In men's different diſputes on political ſubjects, I 
humbly hope each party means it for the good of the 
nation. But theſe warm contentions are of little 
avail while men are not reforming themſelves. The 
great reform mult begin at the heart f. 


We have now hundreds of ſermons, from various 
elergymen, filled with political diſcuſſion; all aiming 
at reform. Thoſe that preach a peaceable ſubjection 
to our government and laws, do well. But their 
mutual feuds, by entering into political queſtions, 
only ſerve to ſtir up contention. Such men ſhew 
their political wiſdom; aud they would act with 


The power and bleſſing of all inſtruction is om God. But 
his long · ſuffering with us, his goodneſs and mercy, ſhould lead us to 
repentance. | | 
If mien really feared God, and were led by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, corruption would ceaſe to be predominant.—The ſubjects 
« of Chriſt's kingdom muſt be circumciſed in heart. Marvel not, 
« when I ſay unto you, Ye mult be born again,” John iti; 
ic; e's | more 
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more conſiſteney, were they to change places with 
the Members of the Houſe of Commons. 


Amongft theſe legiſlators, ſuch divines would then 
have an opportunity of deſcanting on the balance of 


power the expediency or not of going to war the 


neceſſity of a reform in Parliament ; and ſuch other 
queſtions, Such men would learn from able legiſla- 
tors how to diſcuſs theſe queſtions, At preſent they 
appear half divines and half politicians, Thus, by 
endeavouring to act both characters, they are maſter 


of neither, 


From ſuch teachers, chriſtians, we muſt turn away, 


whether churchmen or diffenters. If we wiſh to hear 


able political ſpeakers, let us go to the Houle of 
Lords or Commons. God has appointed them. The 
* powers that be,” ſays the Apoſtle, © are ordained of 
* God,” and to be honoured and reverenced by all 
Chriſtians, But God never appointed ſuch po- 
litical clergymen . They follow not Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles, but are more like the clergy of the Ro- 
man hierarchy, who, by taking part in the politics 
of nations, begun at laſt to war and fight, and mix 
Chriſt's kingdom with the kingdoms of this world, 


 ®* Chriſt appointed his Goſpel to be preached, to bring men to | 
God. His true miniſter Paul, differed widely from ſuch men, for 


he ſays, J determined to know nothing among you, ſave Jeſus - 
#* Chriſt and Him crucified,” 1 Cor. ii. By this we. ſhall know 


Nay, 


than that ſhed at the inſtigation of wicked prieſts. A 
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Nay, they have made it altogether a nation of this 
world. Inftead of being the peaceable followers of 
Chriſt, they have taken the ſword, and ſlain others. 
Even the order to arms,“ has been given from pul- 
pits. Ignorant men then thought it ſanctified their 
riſing againſt their governments, or authoriſed them 
to begin ſome cruſade or cruel war, 


But what can we expect from men covered out- 
wardly with the clerical garb, if ſtrangers to the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt? They have done more miſchief to the 
world than thoſe that profeſs to be guided by the 
light of nature, or, in other words, mere philoſophers. 


Every man, in the leaſt acquainted with the hiſ- 
tory of | Europe, muſt be convinced of this truth. 
Much blood has been ſhed in the world through the 
luſts of men; but none attended with more cruelty 


proof this, that a corrupt profeſſion of chriſtianity 
s worſe in its effects than paganiſm, 


What dreadful maſſacres lately in France, inſti- 
gated by ſeveral of their leaders, who appear both 
cruel and bloody! This is faid to arNe from the 
French caſting off their religion; and it is certainly 
true, for. all the wickedneſs that has ever been in 
the world, comes from nations caſting off religion, 
and not having the fear of God before their eyes. 
But let us take à view of them in their religious cha- 


racter, or rather corrupted chriſtianity; : when at 


the 
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the inſtigation of many of their religious leaders, 
they maſſacred in one night thirty thouſand men, 
women, and children, in Paris alone, and as many 


more in the provinces, only becauſe theſe poor peo- 


ple were proteſtants, His holineſs the Pope ſung a 
ſolemn Te Deum, that God had aſſiſted him to but- 
cher his fellow-creatures, Rome heathen never gat 
ſo far in wickedneſs, | 


Political enthuſiaſm, and religious enthuſiaſm, 


both lead to cruelty ; when men caſt off all fear of 


God, and come into power by ſhedding blood, God 


will ayenge that blood, as the hiſtory of nations 


ſhews us; and dreadful will be the end of ſuch po- 
litical rulers, except they repent, The fcriptures 
alſo ſolemnly declare, that God will ayenge the blood 


of his ſaints ſhed by wicked prieſts, and ſcatter and 


break in pieces the church of Rome *; fee Rev. xyii. 


The kingdom of Chrift, and his peaceable ſuhjects, 


In large bodies of men we muſt always do juſtice, and except 
the more moderate and humane from the moſt violent and cruel —- 


Since writing page 13th, I have heard with pleaſure, that ſeveral 


of thoſe rulers propoſed to grant toleration to the poor proteſtants, 


and the people of God, that are ſcattered in France, Though _ 


there are many humane men of the catholic religion, yet the great 
body of the Romith elergy, and their followers, would not tolerate 
theſe poor people, or permit them to worſhip God, by building 


convenient places for that purpoſe, 


Thus the intolerant ſpirit of the Pope's church againſt the pro- 
teſtants, God will viſit with j udgments,—Sce Rev, chap, xvii. and 
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ſtand oppoſed to all this error and cruelty, with truth 
and patience. Thus human nature is the ſame (if 


not renewed by the holy Spirit of God), whether 
it it puts on a political or religious face, 


Ob! my chriſtian brethren, how needful is it 
to live like the ſubjects of the Prince of Peace.—This 
is an evil day,—We have already proved, that the 
fear of God will lead you to honour the king, to 
obey magiſtrates, and to reſpect the laws of your 
country; to have no fellowſhip or part In flerce po- 
litical diſputes; to flee from thoſe that would pro- 
mote revolutions in kingdoms or ſtates of this world, 
and from all counter - revolutioniſts.— Take up no 


ſword to deſtroy men about ſuch queſtions *. Lou, 
| chriſtians, 


_  ® It is objected, would you thus baniſh the ſword akogether ? 
No !- The civil magiſtrate is appointed, and is ſaid, not to bear 
the ſword in vain.” But it is contrary to the whole nature and 
ſpirit of Chriſt's religion, for his diſciples to take the n 
8 to ſlay men in the bloody wars of nations. 


It is objected, e that this peaceable doQrine hurts the martial 
ſpirit of a nation.” Whatever may be in this, Chriſt's commands | 
to love and forgive our enemies, muſt be obeyed by his diſciples, 
and to beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, ang revenge no ĩnju · 
ies, are the fruits of the Spirit of God. A few deſpiſed people, 
teaching theſe peaceable doctrines of Chriſt's kingdom, cannot * 
others. | 15 5 
_ It is objected by ſome religious people, © can we ſuffer our liber- 
ties and religion to be deſtroyed, and not take arms? Anſwer : 
. Chriſt's kingdom does not want your ſwords, The various ſedts 
of chriſtians in the time of Cromwell appeared ignorant of the 


nature 


dare 
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thriſtians, will be able to do more good, by endea- 
vouting to be peace-makers; for Chriſt ſays, © Bleſſ- 
« ed are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be called 
« the children of God.” Therefore, Let the 
c peace of God rule in your hearts.“ Col.“ 


The world has always perſecuted the followers of 
Chriſt more or leſs. There has been a continual 
war kept up from the beginning; and it will never 
ceaſe while the world ſtands. Therefore, ſays Chriſt, 
Think not that I am come to ſend peace on earth, 
* but rather divifion—two againſt three, and three 
ic againſt two the father againſt the ſon, and the ſon 
* againſt the father.“ Luke xii, 


Thus Jeſus 1 has foretold what would be the conſe 
quence of his doctrine being received and believed— 


the world would commence war—they have done it. 
Witneſs the perſecution raiſed by the Jews againſt 


nature of Chriſt's kingdom; they knew better how to fight than 
ſuffer (the Quakers excepted) ; and thus became a nation of this 
world defended by the ſword. True chriſtians were among them, 
bat very ignorant of the weapons that Chriſt has appointed for a 
fending his cauſe, _ 

If the nations as ſuck really received the Spirit of Chrif, there 
could be no more war. The voice in the ſcriptures to the nations 
is, “ Repent, and be baptized in the name of Jeſus, that ye may 
a ' receive pardon of your fins,” and become the followers of Chriſt. 


In che liturgy of the church they pray, * that Gog would give A 
6c « peace in our time,” "| his 15 truly a canes prayer, 


C ; Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, and his harmleſs followers. Chriſt was to 
them a ſtumbling-block ; they were told, that their 
own works or righteouſneſs could not ſave them. 
Thus a war begun, and Chriſt's words verified, that 
_ thoſe that believed would be perſecuted. Witneſs 
for a moment, the dreadful war commenced by the 
heathen againſt the harmleſs followers of Jeſus, 


The philoſophers of Greece and Rome were much 

_ offended, and their pride raiſed, to hear the Apoſtles 
declare, that all their wiſdom, even in its higheſt - 
te ſtate of cultivation, could never lead them to 
« God ;” and that © the world by wiſdom knew not 
God; “ that their moſt refined ſyſtems of morality 
and religion (which tolerated idolatry, and other 
evils) could never ſtand before God ; that they were 
finners, and did not know the true God, (Acts ii. 
38); and that they muſt be ſaved by that Man that 
was deſpiſed, and at laſt crucified at Jeruſalem. | 
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In ſhort, for ſuch ſayings theſe philoſophers have 
taken an affront, and all their modern adherents: and 
as their religion tolerates reſentment and war, they 
have never made up the quarrel ; and Chriſt's diſ- 
ciples can never aſk their pardon, or leave off de- 
claring, that « Men are all guilty before God 18 
that they are ungodly; a that their wiſdom is fool- 
«.iſhneſs with God ;” and that their works cannot 
fave them; but that they can only be ſaved by that 

J | be et, work 


* 
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work wrouzht by Chriſt, when he bowed his head 
on the accurſed tree, and ſaid, It is finiſhed,” 


The followers of Chriſt dare not reſent injuries; 
but we invite the philoſopher and deiſt to come and 
partake of rich bleſſings, a feaſt ; to partake of mercy, 
flowing freely through Jeſus Chrift ; to leave a pe- 
riſhing world, for one that will endure, when time 
ſhall be no more. Surely they muſt be ill-bred 

that can be affronted at ſuch invitations, —Yet, 
reader, fuch is the caſe, —_When we tell the 
modern ſelf-righteous, that they muſt be ſaved by 
the ſame mercy that ſaved the poor thief on the 
croſs, they directly exclaim, © Are we as bad as 
t common thieves !” With ſuch I ſhall not diſpute : 
and I accuſe none of taking their neighbour's goods, 
or ſtealing. But God ſays, we are all condemned, 
and brought in guilty by his holy law. Rom. iii. Nay, 
we may be decent people, and good neighbours ;. 
and before men perhaps appear in many reſpects amis», 
a able; yet be accounted robbers in the ſight of God. 
| E How many are there mixing their works with the 
faith of "Chriſt in order to get to heaven? This is 
4 robbing. God our Saviour of his glory : For whoſo- 
tt ever entereth not by the door, the ſame is a thief 
© and a robber.” John x.—Alas ! how often do we 
find men proſecuting, on account of ſome of their 
money taken from them, and getting their fellow- 
men put to death when at the fame time they daily 
— un and take his name in vain ? - Certainly they 
SS: | would 


FA qe @ 4  v 


— — 
7 
— . — 4 — 
0 i 4 . - * 
-_ — — — 
— ” * => | _ * * bo -— I, 
- — —- — _ — —— - 


o 
q- 5 
3 11 
17 
I : 
14 
* 
4 11 
1 
Tort 
1 
1 
1 
t {021 
o 


=.& £ x — 


22 i, $4. 8 
D 


. 
| 
T9 


* 
- 
— 9 
— — — 
— — 


36 OF TRR PEACEABLE NATURE 


would lament bitterly if a holy God dealt with them 
as they do with their fellow- creatures. 


- The religion of Jeſus teaches us to treat others 
with compaſſion, from a ſenſe of the love of God to 
ourſelves. It will lead us rather to ſuffer than return 
injuries. The apoſtle ſays, © Render to no man evil 
Wa ä 


| F After what Jeſus has ſaid, can we wonder that his 


diſciples ſhould be often evil ſpoken of, and perſecut- 
ed“? But they are not on that account to war and 
fight, like the nations,—Says the apoſtle, © Being 
ce defamed, we intreat. Being perſecuted, we ſuffer 


| 6 it +,” 


No nation of this world will act upon theſe princi- 
ples; and we may as well endeavour to reconcile 
Chriſt with Antichriſt, or light with darkneſs, as re- 
concile the revengeful ſpirit of nations, their frauds, 
ways, bloodſhed, and flaughter, with the fpirit of 


Jeſus, or his ſermon on the mount. 


® « I ſend you forth as deep, "ſays Jeſus, « among wolves,” 
The men of the world are compared to wolves, if they perſecute 
chriſtians, —They act from an evil ſpirit, Jeſus'N diſciples are 
called oy, and wolves will deſtroy from their nature: but it 
would be againſt - nature as well as ſcripture. to ſee the ſheep 


| devour the wolves. 


+ Some modern profeſſors call this a timid ſpirit ; and, if op- 
pteſſed, or their civil-or religious Kberties encroached 8 are ready 
* ſword. I; | - 

Thus | 
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Thus the world and its ſpirit are hoſtile to the laws of 
Chriſt. The goſpel, and its heavenly precepts, muſt 
not give way to the vain thoughts of men. Men muſt 
throw aſide their pride, and muſt come as guilty be- 
fore God; then receive and practiſe the laws of 
Chriſt, though accounted fools by the world. Some 
men would endeavour to dreſs Chriſtianity after the 
taſte, modes, and faſhions, of the polite part of the 
world ; perhaps that they might fall in love with it. 
But we may eafily ſee, that thoſe truths of the goſpel, 

ſo much deſpiſed by the world in all ages, will not 
now become palatable or faſhionable, They will 
only be truly welcome to the ſelf-condemned finner ; 
and none other will ſeek for this ſalvation, The goſ- 
pel will never be welcome to thoſe that make their 
alms-deeds ſomething. meritorious in the fight of 


God, 


The merits of Jeſus 56 0 can 1 a FIG 4 
truſts in him for ſalvation. In ſhort, the philoſopher, 
the ſelf-righteous, and careleſs ſinner, will always 
account the croſs of Chriſt fooliſnneſs. They truſt 
to their little duties, their alms deeds, and other 
things; when God has ſaid, chat none can come to 
him, or be juſtified in his fight, but through Jeſus ; 
or ever have the pardon. of their ſins but by the blood. 
| of his croſs. The modern philoſopher fancies him - 
ſelf good, though a holy God has ſaid, that all that 
| have ſinned are under the curſe of God's holy law 
Gal. iii. In this day of debate about religion ; and 
C3 | of 
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of infidel men , caſting off their religion; though, on 
inquiry, we find it to be only numbers of deiſts caſt- 
ing off the idolatry and ſuperſtition of the pope, and 
now turning more open deiſts and infidels *, Others, 
under the Proteſtant name, departing from the true 
principles of proteſtants, viz. juſtification by faith in 


of their ſouls, as much as the open infidel. How 
important is it, reader, amidſt ſo much error, to know 
what is true religion, as it ſtands oppoſed to falſe re- 
ligion. How we ſhall appear before the tribunal of 
God, is a moſt important. queſtion 3 indeed all queſ- 
tions are comparatively, of little importance to this; 
the affairs of nations, political debates, and ſuch things 
of the world, fink into nothing before this all- impor- 
tant truth, © the judgment to come.” © Narrow is the 
cc way that leads to life,” ſays Jeſus, ©* and few there 
te be that find it. But. broad is the way that leads to 
deſtruction, and many go that way,” Chriſtians are 
. called mad for un thinking W 


A U 


N. . that iußdel men 1 baniſhed God from his 
en of worſhip, but this is great ĩgnorance; God dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands; and theſe buildings in France, which 
many Proteftants now call temples of God, in place of this were 
only the temples of idols, an abomination in the f ght of God; and 
- "a holy God has given them into the hands of wicked men to ſpoil 
and deſtroy. The temples God now inhabits. are not ponderous 
buildings; but God, by the mouth of his apoſtle, declares, that the 
bodies of f Chris diſciples are 70 dhe temples of the Holy Ghoſt,” © 


1 Cor. i 
40 . 7 | at 


- 


_E as A 1 
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the atonement of Chriſt; thus caſting off the only 
way of ſalvation and true holineſs, to the eternal ruin 
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at theſe words ; but, truly, men are not appearing in 
their right mind, while they diſregard the word of 
God ; indeed the ſcriptures term them fools, while 


they continue unbelievers, 


The book of God contains a full account of the 
nature of true religion. From theſe infallible oracles 
we learn, that the flate of man is naturally a ſtate of 
guilt and miſery, from which he could not deliver him- 
ſelf; that, moved by divine compaſſion, God was 
pleaſed to reveal his mercy by the incarnation and 
ſuffering of his own fon; that Jeſus of Nazareth, the 
true Meſſiah, bare our fins in his own body on the 
tree; that it is the gracious ſettlement of Heaven, 
that whoſoever receives the goſpel record, as a true 
and faithful ſaying, and repoſes unſuſpecting confis 
dence in the blood of Jeſus, ſhall be ſaved ; that this 
faith, the gift of God, by which we are juſtified, is the 
hallowed inſtrument of our ſanctification; and that by 
the reſtoration of the divine image on the mind in 
holineſs, we are prepared. for that ſuperior ſtate" of 
glory to which we are called in the goſpel. This is 
true religion, that comes from God, and leads to God, 
and is ſeated in the heart. The change from dark - 
neſs to light is by the grace of God, It is called in 
ſcripture a “ being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus;“ 
and unto good works, that God has ordained we 
ſhould walk in them. Thus the goſpel, while it 
reveals Jeſus as our righteouſneſs, promotes true 


holineſs, and Is its only foundation. The law of 
e * God, 


— 
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40 
God, which condemns all fleſh, is accounted by the 


' chriſtians, holy, juſt, and good. They ſee it fulfilled 


by Jeſus for them. He bore our fins. in his own 
body on the accurſed tree.” 1 Peter. Thus in mer- 
cy they are redeemed from the ſentence and curſe of 
a broken law, by Jeſus dying and riſing again. In 
ſo far as they have faith in this, ſo in proportion will 
their peace abound. They have new hearts given 
them to love God, and all their fellow-ſubje&ts. Sin, 
that dreadful tyrant, is deſtroyed, and not permuted 
to rule over them any more. During their conflicts 
with the world, and their ſpiritual enemies, they have 


in view that ** eternal reſt that remains for the peaple 


of God.” This, reader, is the only true liberty. I 
pray God that it may be more and more-enjoyed by 


| every true chriſtian. But to return to our ſubject. 


Under the very worſt governments in different na- 
tions, chriſtians may enjoy this liberty, though much 
oppreſſed in other reſpects. Whoever has the power 


it j in any ftate, or lead in religious matters, will be jea - 


lous of others“: but if chriſtians ſo underſtand the na- 


ture of Chriſt's ſpiritual government, as to aſpire after. 


none of theſe things, ſuch rulers, even in religious 
e have ny to fear from Chriſt's ladies 


My 22 Thiede and brethren, let me beg of 
you to think how God has over-ruled matters ig this 


ih * When men cry oit, co The church is in danger, you muſt 
i convince them that their fears are vain, 


country; 
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country; and how much we enjoy. Perhaps you 
will ſay „It is our right:“ No. — What we have 
is a mercy; mercy is favour; the gift of God. 
Others, as good as we, and better, have not had half 
ſo much ; therefore be thankful ! be peaceable! 


I am ſorry to ſee thoſe who make a ſtrict profeſſion 
of religion, enroll themſelves in any kind of political 
ſocieties. I judge no man's heart, —I ſuppoſe they 
think it for the good of the nation, The man of 
this world will contend about power, as a chief good: 
but Chriſt's diſciples are commanded to obey the 
government, of whatever nation, they live under. 
If a government orders, ſubjects ſnould obey, par- 
ticularly Chriſt's diſciples. If they diſobey civil 
authority, they diſobey Chriſt's, This peaceable con- 
duct of chriſtians is called, by zealous religious poli- 
ticians, ** a cold neutrality ; a want of patriotiſm: but 
certainly, if there are governments, they ſhould be 
obeyed, unleſs they command things that are contrary 
to the authority of Chriſt, If we are deſired not to 
meet for public worſhip; or deſired to pay reſpect to 
what we eſteem falſe worſhip; or to reverence that idol 
of Rome, the hoſt; or any thing of a religious nature; 
in this caſe the authority of Chriſt can only be regard- 
ed, as lord of the conſcience. But the civil authori- 
ty is appointed of God; and the diſciples ſhould be 
obedient, not only for wrath's ſake, but as regarding the 
authority of God. Paul was an abedient ſubject un- 
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der one of the moſt cruel governments, and com- 
manded the diſciples to pray for ſuch.— Rom. xiii. 
Thus the primitive Chriſtians lived in ſubjection to 
the civil power; unleſs commanded to reſpect idols. 
Where do we find that theſe firſt Chriſtians ever gave 
offence to the Roman government, in zealous conten- 
tions and meetings on political ſubjects? Theſe firſt 
followers of Jeſus knew that the ſalvation of their 
fouls, and eternal life, was their chief good. Though 
accounted fools by the world, they left the affairs of 
nations, and-nice political queſtions, to the legiſlators 
and governors of this world. Since they obeyed a 
bad government, ſhall diſciples now diſobey a good 
one! I ſay, a good one: for, in this country, we 
enjoy civil and religious liberty. In ſhort, the 
word of God commands every diſciple to obey civil 
authority; and to take no ſword to avenge wrongs, 
whether they are oppreſſed or not. What, for ex- 
ample, could a diſciple do (that underſtood the na- 
ture of Chriſt's kingdom) during the civil wars in the 
teign of Charles the Firſt ?. Certainly they could not 
obey God, fear Him, honour the king, and at the 
ſatne- time take up the ſword againfl him. Again, 
when this nation became a commonyealth, after 
much bloodſhed, under Cromwell, the diſciples of 
Chrift muſt then obey that form of government, and 
not rebel. Again, when the nation choſe a king, the 
diſciples muſt obey that form of government, pray 
for its welfare, and not rebel; far leſs ſhed men's 
blood about forms of government. No doubt, all 
men 


- 
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men in power will love this obedience. Thoſe whe 
have not the lead in government will be no friends 
to ſuch quiet principles; yet, when they come into 
power they will wiſh to be obeyed as well as their 
predeceſſors; and the religion of Jeſus teaches it. 
But it will be objected, © Muſt not a nation fight for 


liberty?“ I am not ſaying what nations are to do; 


if nations fight and change their forms of government, 
and deſtroy one another, they will anſwer to God for 
ſhedding blood. —But the followers of Jeſus will 
know that he can ſave them, without ſhedding any 
man's blood about political queſtions, or religious. 
It is ſaid by the world, © An eye for an eye, and a 
e tooth for a tooth. But I ſay unto you, love your 
&« enemies, and avenge not yourſelves. Mark v. 


7 can cnfily incagine thay chi Go e wlll all 
| Quakeriſm, folly, or madneſs. —We can only anſwer, 
We are not mad, but ſpeak the words of truth and 


6 ſoberneſs.“ The commands of Jeſus muſt not 
ſtoop to the will of nations. And whoever aſſerts, 
and humbly endeavours to keep Chriſt's commands, 
muſt expect in one way or other to ſuffer. Jeſus has 
forewarned us, that we ſhould be hated by the 


world,” The world will love its ownz.5-but 1,” . 
ſays Jeſus, ** have choſen you out of the world.“ 
John xvii. Then we cannot obey Jeſus. and this 
world. The laws of the nations of this world never 
can comport with the peculiar laws of Chriſt, . Thos 
fays the apolile, « If * man will be wiſe, let him 
£6 (in 
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vou in following Jeſus. 
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(in the eyes of the world) become a fool that he 
may be wiſe.” —1 Cor. 1 ui, 18. 


Study the thaveaty nature of Chriſt's kingdom, 
which is your true happineſs. In ſhort, let your 
light ſo ſhine before men, that they, beholding your 
peaceable deportment, may be led to take part with 


Revolutions in nations, and riſing of the people, 
have been foretold.— This is clear in the word of 
God; though no excuſe for men to riſe in arms, and 


commit acts of cruelty. Offences will come; but a 


woe is denounced againſt thoſe that commit them, 
Men are only inſtruments in the hand of the Almighty, 
to bring about or haſten his holy will. The Aſſyrians 


of old were a wicked and warlike people. The pro- 


phet is directed to call them © the rod of God's 


—— anger.“ I will _ you,” ſays God, ** againſt 


0 a hypocritical nation. —Iſaliah. They accordingly 
went, and dreadfully ſcourged the Jews; at the ſame 


time they acted freely, and undertook the war from 


ambition and the ſake of plunder, 


| Thus n "FAR the churches in Afia and Greece, 
once glorious in primitive holineſs and fimplicity, 


and patient ſufferers' for Chriſt, had departed from 


God, became idolatrous, and merely kept a form of 


chriſtianity, inſtead of true holineſs, we find a dread- 


ful calamity followed. The Saracens, a- cruel and 
fierce 
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fierce people, were held in the hand of God, as his 
rod to ſcourge and deſtroy, to pull down their idols, 
and plant a cruel government over them. Hence 
the eaſtern church with its capital, anciently Bizan- 
tium, now the ſeat of luxury, effeminacy, and wick- 
edneſs. Thus the moſt cruel people fulfil the coun- 
ſel of God, in a way altogether righteous ; yet too 
deep for the ſcanty wiſdom of mortals to explain, 


We finda Henry the Eighth of England, cruel and 

deſpotic, a wicked man, uſed as an inſtrument in the 
hand of God to ſcourge the rapacious clergy, and 
caſt off the ſpiritual yoke of their great. head at 
Rome. 


Again, we find, in a neighbouring nation a kind 
of modern Saracens, and infidels, held as a rod in the 
hand of God, to deſtroy and ſcourge the idolatrous 
weſtern church, or Popery, to ſeatter their licentious 
clergy, and take away their idols of gold and filver®.. 

Thus 


Though no true Chriſtian could mix or take part with infidels 
and wicked men in any nation, yet we find that God has heard the 
prayers of his people in the church of England, and others, “that 
« God would bring down ſuperſtition and idolatry.” But we ſhall 
give a further view of this from prophecy ; which will ſhew us the 
truth of God's word; and that, though Potentates and the great 
men of the earth will bewail the fall of ſpiritual Babylon, (Rev. 


| xii.) yet the people of God muſt not join in the lamentation ; but 


with the true church rather rejoice, that a holy Lord God avengeth 
the blood of his ſaints; as it is ſaid in Rev. © Rejoice over her, ye 
66 * 
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Thus wars, revotutions, bloodſhed, nay, all things, 
are under the divine controul *; and even, as it 15 
ſaid, « The wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee,” 


_ "While the Chriftian ſhould flee from ſuch ſcenes, 
yet the mind ought to fix on God ; in the midſt of 
commotions, thoſe words ſhould be his ſtay, “ Be. 
e ſtill, and know that I am God.” Chriſt is king in 
Zion; and all will at laſt be ſafe with thoſe who be- 
come ſubjects of this Prince of Peace, whoſe reign 
and kingdom ſhall never have an end, 


The nations before God are as * the drop in the 
e bucket: the inhabitants thereof are as graſshop- 
© pers: yet, amongſt theſe graſshoppers we find 
much pride, ill becoming their dependant ſituation 


4 holy be and apoſtles,” Thus the preſent fulfilling of God's 
word ought to be very confirming to the hearts of God's people. 
This ſhould operate as a mighty reaſon for diſciples to be a quiet 
people. The little politics and diſputes of men are poor and trivial, 
when compared to the great things of God, to which true Chriſtians 
are called in the goſpel. Let preachers and people regard the ex- 
ample of primitive Chriſtians. We never find the holy apoſtle, and 
quiet followers of Jeſus, impriſoned for preaching aut polities.— 
No: They ſuffered for profeſſing the peaceable religion of . 
and left politics to the men of the world. 


* Tf this great truth was really believed, how would it calm and 
compoſe the minds of fierce politicians, ariſlocrats and democrats. 
Cruelty and revenge would be . and * take ds of. 
the breaſt, 
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as weak ROY upon whom Death is ever ready to 
ſeize, and cut off as the feeble inlet, * 


Thus God will teach that all things are in his hand; 
He holdeth the ſtormy winds, When Chriſt was in 
the ſhip, and during the ſtorm, his poor affrighted diſ- 
ciples cried out, © Lord, fave, or we periſh.” Im- 
mediately his power and godhead were diſcovered z 
he commanded the winds, and they obeyed the voice 
of their God, So he now controuls, permits the 

ſtorms of revolutions, and again will ſay, © Peace, be 
ſill,” Let the true Chriſtian then think, that kings, 
emperors, armies, and people, are under God's direc- 
tion; that he pulleth down one kingdom and ſettetn 
up another; makes wicked men accountable for their | 
actions; yet overrules all for his own glory, and the 
good of the kingdom of Chriſt, | 


The mind will thus be calm in the midſt of ſtorms; 
Chriſtians will have no need to turn keen politicians, 
far leſs to mix with thoſe that ſhed blogd, to ſpoil or 
deſtroy their neighbour in any way; but to live like 
the children of peace under whatever form the governs 
ments of nations are conducted; to obey the civil 
authorities in all things, except they order apy my 
Cas to the an of Chriſt ®, 


9; "The dats will find this algen more fully wand my 
en friend in his Exhortations on e to Government. 


0 | R Therefore, 
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Therefore, if ordered to carry on the ambitious 
and cruel wars of nations, they muſt with reſpect * 
clare, that © it is better to obey God than man.“ 
Nations repel the unjuſt attacks of their neighbours, 
becauſe they will not ſuffer loſs or receive affronts, 
without due ſatisfaction: but the ſubjects of Chriſt's 
kingdom are led by his Spirit to love their enemies, 
to ſuffer loſs, and receive affronts, without taking up 
arms'to ſhed the blood of their enemies. Therefore 
the diſciples of Chriſt muſt not interfere, or ſay when 
a nation of this world ſhould make war or peace. 
Thus Chriſt's kingdom and its ſubjects ever ſtand 
oppoſed to the maxims of the world; to all rebellion 3 
war. It Waiver in peace; is a friend to poVGranicht 
and good order; loves toleration, civil and religious 
liberty, and renders unto Czfar the things' that are 
Cxzfar's, and to God the things that are God's, Chriſ- 
tiansdare not encouragethat kind of ambition ſo highly 
eſteemed in the world, as being wicked in the fight of 
God. Thus, in nations, long prayers are compoſed by 
men ignorant of the nature of Chriſt's s kingdom, that 
God would affiſt them to deſtroy their enemies; and 
keeping faſts when going to ſhed blood. Finding no 
countepance for ſuch faſts from Chriſt, men directly 
go back to the wars of the Old Teſtament ; leave 
the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and become half Jews. The 
oppoſing nation alſo make faſts, and keep days, that 
God + would aſſiſt them to deſtroy their enemies, 
Hence chriſtians, praying in different nations againſt 
one 


% 
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one another run into fin, diſobey God, and encourage 
cruel wars and revenge, totally oppoſite to the ſpirit 
of the goſpel of Chriſt. There is no wonder to ſee 
ignorant men obſerving ſuch faſts and prayers. But 
to ſee Chriſt's diſciples thus go back, and rake the 
command for faſts, not from Chriſt, but from men, 
is returning again to the Jewiſh economy, We 
are commanded. to hear Chriſt, who only is King 
in Zion, in all religious ſervices. The faſt that 
is acceptable to God, is to put away iniquity; 
to undo the heavy burdens; and let the oppreſſ- 
ed go free —Iſa. lviii. But does this nation keep 
ſach a faſt? No: The majority encourage the 
cruel ſlave trade. They rend the parent from the 
child ; they rivet the chain, inſtead of letting the 
oppteſſed go free; they turn a deaf ear to the cries 
of the poor negroes ; and thouſands have ſought a 
watery grave as a relief to their agonizing minds. 
O ye that plead for this traffic, ſpeak no more of the 
cruelty of others! Your faſts are of no avail. The 
blood of chouſands of your fellow creatures will cry 
againſt this country. Away, then, with the ſinful 
reaſonings, that we do it for their good.” Con- 
ſcience will ſpeak truth, and ſay, © We do it to fill 
e out pockets.” Thank God, who has put it into the 
hearts of thouſands to relieve ſuch ſuffering. The 
people called Quakers, in particular, have ſet an ex- 
ample of humanity on this occafion. Would God 
our zealous politicians,” and fighting men, would 
copy their peaceabſe behaviour, and wars would 
* CLeaſe 
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ceaſe to the'ends of the earth. We are commanded 

to love peace; to pray for our king; to be humbled 
on account of fin, both of our own and others in the 

nation; and faſt alſo, when God commands it. We 

muſt obey magiſtrates in all civil matters; and, even 

if oppreſſed, muſt forgive; and take up no arms to 

redreſs or oppoſe what may be wrong in govern- 

ment. The world is. animated by its own ſpirit ; and 
riſing in arms is called a ſacred duty, if oppreſſed 

it is called patriotiſm, But chriſtians ſhould be 

actuated by the Spirit of Chriſt; ſo that it would be 

rebellion and reſentment for them to dethrone 

kings, or overturn republics, on account of the mal- 

adminiſtration of any ſort of government. 


Doctor Moore, in his remarks on the French revo- 
lution, ſays, In a country (ſuch as the old govern- 
& ment of France) where ſuch a ſyſtem of govern- 
«© ment prevailed, inſurrection is the only means of 
&* redreſs; and it is the duty of every lover of man- 
4% kind, as ſoon as an occaſion preſents itſelf which 
* promiſes ſucceſs.” The commands of Chriſt to 
his ſubjects are oppoſite to all this—they muſt not 
take the ſword or join the men of this world in in- 
ſurrections. Whatever good has come from ſuch 
changes, the diſciples of Chriſt dare not do evil that 
good may come. This gentleman juſtly deprecates 
the ſhocking cruelties in France : but if he thinks an 
inſurrection was neceſſary, how can he ſuppoſe an 
| 32 government could be overſet, in ſuch an 
| extenſive 
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extenſive kingdom, without bloodſhed ? One party 
thought they had as good a right to defend the old 
ſyſtem, as the others had to attack it. Thus maſſa- 
eres and revenge would be the unavoidable conſe- 
quence. The nations and men of the world, having 
this world for their chief good, will deſtroy one 
another for power and privileges; and writers will 
commend their courage. But Jeſus has called his 
people out of the world; as he ſays, John xvii. 
They are not of the world, as I am not of the 
cc world.” God has promiſed his children as much 
of this world as is good for them, without deſtroying 
others in wars and inſurrections. 


I am certain a thouſand objeRions will * made to 
ſuch conduct by all the contending parties about 
government: be it ſo. We find the whole ſpirit of 
the world contrary to the Spirit of Chriſt; and Chriſt 
has no where commanded his diſciples to diſcuſs 
that political queſtion; or juſt draw a line, where 
obedience to government muſt end, and where re- 
ſiſtance ſhould begin. Theſe queſtions will be diſ- 
cuſſed by keen politicians, and their different 
opinions, backed by arms, will lead them to deſtroy 
one another. Even in this and other nations true 
chriſtians have been led away by the ſpirit of the 
world, to mix with ſuch men and deſtroy their oppo- 
nents *, It is ſaid * them, © an eye for an eye, 

| = cc and 
* A v et Ga a day told me how muck evil, and 


often hurt to his buſineſs, came through war. I only remarked to 
D2 | _ 
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* and tooth for tooth: but I ſay to you, “love 
* your enemies; forgive and pray for them; do 
them good; that ye may be the children of God; 
looking for that time, when all the little injuries you 
ſuffered in the world will be no more, that you may 


have a part in that reſurrection to eternal life, and 


be owned before men and angels as the followers 
of Chriſt. Brethren, the time is ſhort, erernity is at 
hand; give a all diligence that ye may be found of 
ec him i in peace; when death gets its commiſſion 
all theſe changes will ſoon be oyer, and God will take 


Jou away. 


Chriſtian reader, let your mind be at eaſe; all 
theſe revolutions and commotions on earth are in 


God's hand, Men are now great unbelievers of this 


pos 
him, that the ſcriptures told us of a king that never warred, or 
fought ; and that his ſubje&s were commanded never to fight, but 
ta loye their enemies ; and to beat their ſwords into plough-ſhares, 
He wiſhing to know who it was, I ſaid, “ it was the King of the 
« Jews, the promiſed Mefliah.” He then replied, .I cannot ſee 
« the ſubjects of the king you ſpeak of; for they love to kill one 
««another.'* I aſked him where the true Iſrael were, when the 
prophet Elijah faid, * I only am leſt. I found he did not reliſh 


0 wee converſation, but turned his thoughts to a queſtion of more im- 


portance in his view); which was, to know whether ſome money I 
had paid him was good. Thus men prefer what is periſhing to the 
ſalvation of their fouls. And ignorance of the nature of Chriſt's 
| kingdom, by revenge and bloodſhed in what are called chriſtian 
nations, hardens the Jews in their infidelity, Who can read Chriſt's 
ſermon, on the mount, and believe that nations at all regard it? 
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truth. But a powerful monarch was obliged 
to confeſs the hand of God, in pulling down kings, 
and giving their dominions to others, to puniſh men 
for their wickedneſs, 


Where then are the men that attend to this 
hand of God's power ?—In this day of combat 
and bloodſhed ; each party boaſting what they will 
do; generals and legiſlators making ſure of vic- 
tories before they are won; prieſts and people 
praying that God would help them to deſtroy their 
enemies; their enemies praying on the other fide 
for a like power—retaliation and revenge, Vain 
man, whoſe foundation is in the duſt, to boaſt of 
power; yet regardleſs of the hand of God! What 
are armies and fleets ? They ſucceed no farther than 
God wills. The Almighty blows upon them, and for 
ever defeats them; when ſure of ſucceſs they are 
diſcomfited +, If kings, legiſlators, and genetals, 
would ſtudy the feriprures, they would learn their 


* Nebuchadnezzar. In this diy we find the language of in- 
fidelity in almoſt every newſpaper and converſation, The veil of 
ſecond cauſes blinds the eyes of thouſands from looking to the hand 
of God. 8 | 


+ I remember ls acne A eee 
the American war. A noble lord; then a ſecretary of ſtate, after 


boaſting of our ſtrength and expatiating on our courage, concluded 
by ſaying, ** That he promiſed we ſhould be victorious. Alas J 


he never appeared to think of the hand of God. But the chriſtian is 
tavght to ſay, «If God will,” © 
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own weakneſs, and be humbled in his fight, who is 
King of kings. and Lord of lords, and who orders 
all things after the counſel of his own will. 


It is amazing the blindneſs of men, and the little 
matters that occupy their minds. The great and 
dreadful commotions now in the nations, by being 
viewed through the medium of unbelief, appear con- 
fuſed. —But, reader, view them by the word of God 
with humble prayer; then the grand and awful ſcene 
will appear and diſcloſe itſelf ; and the diftributive 
Juſtice of God be apparent, in pulling down nations, 
and ſetting up others; over-ruling the actions of 
wicked men, ſo to hold them as rods to puniſh in 
an awful way one another, that the peaceable king- 
dom of Chriſt may be for ever eſtabliſhed on the 
runs of Antichriſt, 


The rulers of nations do not appear to, believe this; 
that the fulfilment of prophecy guides, and lies at the 
foundation of every movement. Numbers of infidel 
men in a neighbouring nation endeavour to caſt off and 
baniſh all thoughts of God and futurity; and no doubt 
it is their intereſt it ſhould not be true. Dreadſul ſtate ! 
Vet the humble ſcholar in the ſchool of Chriſt, will ſee 
that even ſuch men, or a nation of ſuch, are a rod or 
inſtrument in the hand of God, now to ſcatter and ſpoil 
an idolatrous and licentious church, who have cruelly 
- deſtroyed the peaceable diſciples of Chriſt. When a 
810 and juſt God has avenged the blood of his ſer- 
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vants, the rod and inſtruments he will break in pieces. 
We are aſtoniſhed to find the cauſe of wicked men 
proſpering, and politicians puzzle themſelves to ac- 
count for it; but the word of God makes it clear; 
and we may this day ſee (unleſs infidelity blinds our 
eyes), by TO the following parts of prophecy. 
There is nothing contingent with God; for by the 
mouth of his prophets all is foretold. that would ever 
happen, Now, reader, gather in your wandering 
thoughts to hear. the voice of God ; that our hearts 
may be firmly fixed, not on man's word, but on God's, 
Gen i. And God faid, Let there be light, and there 
« was light.” And God formed the cattle, and 
* man did he create; and for his pleaſure they are 
« and were created.” Man diſobeyed this glo- 
rious Lord God; and God ſaid, From the duft 
ce thou waſt taken, and to duſt ſhalt thou return.” 
How true and awful is this ſentence ! In the midſt 
of ſuch diſtrgſs, behold a Redeemer promiſed : ** The 
*« ſeed of the woman [ Chriſt] ſhall bruiſe the head of 
« the ſerpent.” When men had ſunk in idolatry and 
wickedneſs, God called Abraham, and made of him 
a great nation—Gen, xii, Then, © Behold,” ſays 
God, „ this people have I formed for myſelf; they 
% ſhall ſhew forth my praiſe.” —Ifaiah xliii, All 
this is the work of God. Now ſee theſe people perſe- 
cuted by the ungodly ; and every movement foretold 
of kings and armies, and exactly ordered by God. 
The Egyptians and their King. The ſcripture faith - 
unto Pharaoh, For this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed 
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ie thee 5 ; that I may ſhew my power in thee ; that 
cc my name may be declared in all the earth.” Rom. 
ix, Thus, not a perſecutor, or an individual, can 
fiir, or an army fight, without the divine appoint- 
ment. | 


Permit me now to bring down to our day this 
ſcripture view, which will ſupport the man that truſts 
in God; and, if believed, will direct the politician 
in the paths of light; which without it, the changes 
on the earth will ever appear inexplicable. View, 
for a moment, the highly favoured nation, ſent our, 
with ſore perſecutions; and a great monarch, with 
his army, overthrown in the ſea, View the idolatrous 
nations dreadſully overthrown by the Jews; not for 
the goodneſs of the Jews, but to ſhew the judgments 
of God. View the Jews running into idolatry, and 


politician here pauſe, and learn the reaſon from the 


to proſper, and their armies prove victorious. The 
langunge of God is bold, awful, and decided. —Q 
« Afyrians, the rod of my anger; I will ſend them 
« againſt a hypocritical nation (the Jews); and 
« againſt the people of my wrath.” Let us hear, 
then, the command they receive frem: God: I 


te tread them down like the mire in the ſtreets,” — 
Iſaiab x. \ 8 4 WO for 
6 Now, 
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Now, reader, you may confider what guides na- 
tions and armies; though ſuch nations and armies 
< think not ſo.” —Iſaiab x. 7. They ſay, We will 
** ſpoil and conquer. No: but God holds their 
hand, and cauſes them to ſpoil others for their wick- 
edneſs. But let us view their end.— When I,” 
ſays God, have performed my whale work with 
ce them, then I will puniſh and conſume them. 


Iſaiah x. 12. 


Thus nations and kings get their commiſſion from 
God : and we may now behold a command given to 
| ſpoil and deſtroy the wicked church of Rome; to pull 
down her idols of gold and filver, by the hands of 
wicked and infidel men. Again, ſee the wicked and 
proud Babylonians, and their infidel king, ſent of 
God, and commanded to deſtroy Jeruſalem, on ac- 
count of her idolatry ; prieſts and people very corrupt, 
and given up of God, —Ifa.—Jer. xxix. 21. Again, 
let us a moment conſider the overthrow of theſe men, 
and God's calling forth another, viz. Cyrus, and the 
Medes and Perfians, to deſtroy Babylon, for ber 


cruelty to the poor Jews,—See Iſa. and Jer. Thus 


the ſtudent in God's word will fee clearly what pom 
zles the wiſe politician. | 


This day we ſee ſpiritual Babylon, the church'of 
Rome, the greateſt of all enemies to the church of 
Chriſt, with as many idols as Babylon of old, terribly 
ona her prieſts ſcattered and her idols melted 

down: 
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down: not by the hand of Proteſtants; but by the very 


men whom their prieſts taught to worſhipthem. How 


awful are the judgments of God ! As clear as former 
prophecies were fulfilled on old Babylon, ſo clear 
hall we ſee others fulfilled on this great ſpiritual 
Babylon. The news of the day, with battles, and 
other things, lead the giddy; the politician of more 
thought, he imagines that this or the other thing 
will happen: but the word of God informs us cer- 
tainly what will happen. Thus the great ſpiritual 

er of Rome is marked out, its character drawn, 
and its dreadful deſtruction foretold. Take the fol- 
lowing ſhort view of it, as it is of much importance, 
and will now diſcover what the wiſeſt politician never 
could, without the word of God. If the few thoughts 
already given, and firmly ſupported by ſcripture, 


ſhew, that nations and their armies are directed by 


God, we muſt be running faſt into infidelity, to 
deny that the ſame God now directs all nations. The 
church of Chriſt muſt appear at laſt glorious, and that 
great rival power, Antichriſt, be deſtroyed. Let it 
ever be far from Chriſt's diſciples to plead for per- 
ſecution.— No: We ſhould learn of him, who ſaid, 
«© If they perſecute you in one city, (flee ye to 
c another.” It has been the character of this wick- 
ed church to perſecute ; but we ſhould plead the 
cauſe of Chriſt's truth with meekneſs, temper, and 
love to the ſouls and bodies of thoſe who oppoſe that 
a cauſe, that muſt at left triumph. 


Who 
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Who ever could have ſuppoſed, if the ſcriptures 
had not foretold it, that after the perſecutions of 
Chriſt's church by the Heathen and Roman Empe- 
rors, there would ariſe a power under the Chriſtian 
name at Rome, that would - maſſacre hundreds of 
thouſands in the name of God, ſet up idols, and in 
wickedneſs outdo all the Pagans of antiquity? This 
wicked power has rejected the true faith of Chriſt ; 
and has put their own merits and wretched pe- 
nances in the place of the merits of Chriſt; and 
God rejects them for this fin. They reject and con- 
temn the only Mediator, the Lord Jeſus, and put a 
parcel of old ſaints in his place; and God rejects 
them, and now gives them into the hands of men 
who diſregard all religion ; becauſe the church of 
Rome diſregards and corrupts the true religion of 
Chriſt. They have murdered thouſands of Proteſ- 
tants, leſt the true faith ſhould prevail; and God 
now gives them into the hands of wicked men, to 
avenge the blood of his em and to viſit them 
for unrepented i ns . | 


Thus it was foretold of this power, called — The 
« man of ſin — 2 Theſ. the great apoſtaſy from 
the faith of Chriſt ; and this apoſtaſy produces a 
pope, and thus a ſucceſſion of popes, corrupt in their 
doctrines, and cruel and licentious in their lives; 


l have converſed with many individuals of that church, who 
abhor perſecution :; bur, as a body, they have not abjured their other 
wickedneſs; and, as a body, God will viſit for this. 


Pq | worſe 
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worſe than infidels, becauſe, under the. name of 


| | Chriſt, they act like infidels. They have given com- 


mands to deſtroy the commands of God; ſelling par- 
dons and indulgences, to corrupt whole countries; 
forbidding marriage (2 Theſ.), and yet winking at 
whoredom. The apoſtle calls this © the doctrine of 
devils.” —x Tim. The Council of Trent, with its 
impious decrees, as publiſhed by their own authority, 
will prove all this. Hence we find by that council, 
all Proteſtants are called heretics ; and a blind belief 
demanded under pain of damnation, Where have 
they ever abjured and recanted the decrees of that 
wicked council? They adore and pray to ſaints, and 
thus rob God of his glory. The following is found 
in one of their books: My dear angel St. Michael, 
« and faints and ſainteſſes, come and aſſiſt me in my 
« geceſſities; and much more of this idolatrous 
worſhip. That eminent ſervant of Chriſt, Paul, re- 
jected ſuch adoration with the greateſt abhorrence. 
The angel alſo cried, in the Revelation, See thou do 
« jt not.” To this day they rob God of the glory 
due to his holy name; who has ſaid, ©* My glory 
« J will not give to another, nor my praiſe to graven 
* images.” Jer. But there is a dreadful tbreatening 
againſt them for ſtill continuing ſuch corrupt worſhip 
and licentious practice: I,“ ſays God, © gave them 
« ſpace to repent, and they repented not.” — Rev. 
Thus by a departure from God and rebellion againſt 
bis laws, men are given up, as the apoſtle ſays, * to 
« ftrong deluſions, that they ſhould believe a lie,” 


—_ 4 ww Wi3T _— 


OF CHRIST'S KINGDOM, 61 


The zealous followers of the Pope, now finding 


their ſpiritual power deſtroyed, make a vehement out- 
cry againſt infidel men for worſhipping reaſon; but 
with what juſtice can they abuſe others, when they, 
contrary to God's word, and reaſon, fall down and 
worſhip a bit of a wafer? Neither can ſuch corrupt 
worſhippers, with. any juſtice, blame the zealous 


Epheſians for adoring the goddeſs Diana,—AQts xvii. 


In ſhort, worſhipping ſaints, the Virgin Mary, or 

angels, is the ſame as worſhipping Diana, or reaſon, 
or liberty, or Jupiter, The name only is different, 
the thing is identically the ſame. But an awful judg- 
ment will fall on that church, who with the ſcriptures 


in their hands, ſet up what is ſo hateful in the fight 1 | 


a juſt and holy God. 


Now we ſee at this day her judgments coming. 
Oh ! that men would flee, before it 1s too late, out 
of this ſpiritual Babylon! The blood of God's peo- 


ple cry to him: the apoſtle John ſaw, © under the 


altar, the ſouls of them that were ſlain for the word 


* of God,” What follows ſhews Chriſt's diſciples, 
that they were not permitted to revenge themſelves; 
only I hope it will be heard by every perfecutor and 
cruel perſon; © And they cried with a loud voice, 


* How long, O Lord, holy and true, doeſt thou not 


judge and avenge our blood on them? Rev. vi. 
And, ſays Chriſt, * will not God avenge. his on 


© elec, that cry unto him? Luke xvii. 


It 


i 
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It is ſhocking to humanity to read of the maſſacres 


* for which God will conſume the Roman Church.— 


Not only Europe, but the poor South Americans, 
were ' murdered by unfeeling prieſts, and Jeſuits; 
Theſe laſt called themſelves © The Society of Jeſus ;” 
but they appeared more like a ſociety of the devil. 
Not longer than the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, 
the cloſe of laſt century, one of this ſociety made that 
king revoke the edict of Nantz (as we have already 
ſaid) ; when the Proteſtants, to the number of one 
hundred thouſand, were hunted and murdered by 
dragoons and wicked prieſts. The pope commended 
this cruel perſecution. Thus, as [prophecy foretold 
of that church, they have been drunk with the 
ce blood of the ſaints, and the martyrs of Jeſus.” — 
Rev. 


As perſecution has ceaſed through philoſophy, and 


men are withdrawing from the Romiſh church, we 
muſt by no means charge the guilt of others upon the 
modern prieſts, who abjure perſecution. But as that 
church till goes on in all other parts of falſe wor- 
ſhip; in their idolatrous maſs; in their worſhip of 
faints, making the ſacrifice Chriſt Jeſus not ſufficient, 
as once offered for our iniquities ; and db not repent 
and turn to God; the ſcriptures declare their down- 
fall; nor could almoſt all the powers of Europe pre- 
vent infidel and cruel men from pulling down their 
idols. The other powers are aſtoniſhed at this: but 
who can hold up what God is pulling down ? 

8 The 


— — © -a — 810 


- OF CHRIST'S- KINGDOM. - 63 


The nations in former years were blinded, and 
their kings were ſtirrup-holders to the great apoſtate, 
the pope. Nay, he pretended to abſolve ſubjects 
from their allegiance to their lawful ſovereigns ; and 
often preached rebellion to others. Now we ſee 
others rifing againſt him. It is a ſtrong expreſſion of 
the propher, foretelling what miſchief this ſpiritual 
Babylon ſhould make: he ſays, ©* The nations have 

c drank of the wine of Babylon; therefore the nations 

* are mad.” Great has been the madneſs of fallen 
men : but the ſpiritual wine, which the pope has in 
all ages given his deluded followers, has made more 
madmen in Europe than all other ſyſtems joined to- 
gether, Witneſs the large draughts of this wine 
given the nations, and the dreadful effects it produce 
ed, when five hundred thouſand men, mentally in- 
toxicated with it, ſallied forth in the cruel cruſades, 
and deſtroyed themſelves, and as many of their fellow 
creatures, to take a bit of ground which the pope 
made them believe was very holy. 20 | 


But men did not think this enough; theſe ſpiritual 
impoſtors at Rome gave larger doſes to the people in 
the fifteenth and ſixteenth centuries; they again be- 
came mad, maſlacred thirty thouſand in Paris and in 
the provinces, deluging alſo the valley of Piedmont + 
with the blood of poor proteſtants. 


This country alſo pledged them in the cup of this. 
abomination and cruelty, They took a large draught, 
| | and 
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and the effect it produced, was roaſting men and poor 
women alive to the number of fix hundred. This 
cup of ſpiritual delufion went round, and Ireland 
took a draught. Its effects were, maſſacres and mur- 
ders of men, women, and children; near twenty” 
thoufand. 


The nations being tired with drinking and ſlaugh- 
ter, turned away their heads, God glorified his name 
in the meek ſufferings of his ſaints, pitying his own ; 
when the light of a preached goſpel at the glorious 
reformation breaking out, men became ſober. Many 
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bt kings and nations began to find out the impoſition ; 
BE and Rome, who called herſelf the true church and 
|} ' ſpouſe of Chriſt, was detected, and found, by the 
4 light of God's word, to be only a whoriſh woman, 
i. | 1 ſelling her 1 wares for . | 
90 The woe churck of Chrift fands ever oppoſed to 


this falſe church ; and as the prayers of the church of 
Chriſt have been againſt the church of the pope, it 
muſt fall. The church of England prays with fervor 
againſt this falſe church 3 it calls them ©* cruel and 
{blood thirſty enemies. — The church thanks God 
for deliverance from the * helliſh malice of Popiſh 
4 conſpirators.” And no doubt we cannot be too 
thankful to our God for ſuch mercies. The church 
of England alſo prays, that our king may be an . in- 
t ſtrument to protect the truth; and that © pro- 


= 1 — and W may be deſtroy- 
cc ed. * 
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& ed. God has heard the prayers of his people; 
and we now ſee the ſuperſtition and the idols of 
Popery dreadfully overthrown by the hands of infi- 
del men. God grant that we may be kept from 
taking part with cruel men, whom God only uſes 
now as his rod, to avenge the blood of his ſaints 
on a cruel church. Thus the holy word of God is 
fulfilled . Blood will cry-for vengeance. Though 
the men of the preſent day in that church have not 
ſhed blood, yet they are warned to flee from her as 
devoted to deſtruction. Babylon of old, for her per- 
ſecution of God's people, was deſtroyed, though 
thoſe that ſhed the blood of the Jews were dead. 
They did not repent, and they were conſumed. Jeru- 
ſalem, for ſtoning the prophets, erucifying Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, was deſtroyed, though thoſe were 
dead that ſhed that blood. They did not repent, and 
they were conſumed. Many other inſtances may be 
given, The church of England in her prayers has the 
ſame view When ſpeaking of cruel men ſhedding 


* may be freed from the vengeance of his blood.” 
Thus all cruelty, whether political or religious, God 
will puniſh. Our Lord Jeſus tells the Jews, & that 
upon them would come all the righteous blood” 
* ſhed on the earth, from the blood of righteous 


I would refer the attentive reader to Dꝛan Newton on the Riſe 


and Fall of Popery. Alſo ſee the excellent Introduction to Browy'! s 
Bible on the Popiſh corruptions. | 


1 1 Abel 


the blood of their king, they pray ** that. the nation 
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Abel down to Zacharias. Matt. xxiii.— They did 


not as a body repent, and as a body they were de- 


ſtroyed and ſcattered. Then, as God ſpared not the 


natural branches, ſhall we think he will ſpare Anti- 
chriſt, in whom is found ſo much blood? Jeſus la- 
mented over Jeruſalem; that compaſſionate Jeſus, 
whoſe footſteps we ſhould follow.—** O Jeruſalem ! 
& Jeruſalem ! how often would I have gathered you 


e as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 


* and ye would not!” May we not this day ſay, 


O Babylon! Babylon! we warn you in mercy to 


c your ſouls; flee from the dreadful judgments com- 
ing on.” Are there any that fear God in her? O 


hear the voice of Jeſus; ©* Come out of her, my 


& people, left, being partakers of her fins, ye ſhould 
ge partake of her plagues,” —Rev. xvii, 


When corrupt nations and churches have filled up 


the meaſure of their iniquity, then a holy God, jea- 


Tous of his own glory, will ſcatter them on the face of 


the earth. What muſt the iniquity of the church 


* 


* Converſing with a prieſt the other day, I remarked that I had 
obſerved, when in France, the Sabbath-day was not at all regarded 
after four or five o'clock in the afternoon. The playhouſes were 
opened; gaming-houſes ; ſports and idleneſs among we lower ranks; 
and cards and dice among the higher orders. The man very honeſtly 
ſaid tome, © Ah, Sir l. we ſuffer this day for theſe things.” God 
grant that their eyes may ſee the woes denounced, and flee from a 
corrupt church, and become the ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom. They 


_ - think us heretics; but let us, by laying the truth before them, with 


kindneſs, endeavour to win them to Chriſt, 
IH + * of 
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of Rome be, amongſt all her other ſins, to forbid the 


people to ſearch or read the word of God, in direct 
oppoſition to the command of Chriſt? They ſpoke 
to the people in a foreign tongue, keeping them in 
groſs ignorance. This in oppoſition to the word of 
God; as the apoſtle ſays, ** they are barbarians one to 
the other.” Now God gives them up into the 
bands of infidel men who regard no ſcriptures, be- 
cauſe they wickedly hid the ſcriptures from others. 


I hope my reader will pardon that I have been ſo 
long on this part of my ſubject. Only now calmly 
remark the difference between this church, and the 
ſpiritual, heavenly, and holy church of Chriſt. But 
as many defend her; nay, in all ages have taken the 
ſword in ſuch a cauſe ; ſhall not the ſubjects of Chriſt's 
kingdom defend the truths and honour of their 
Prince — But what a difference in their weapons! 
— No ſword nor gun; no ſpear to deſtroy men.— No: 
The {word of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
and the ſhield of faith, (Eph. v.) are the only wea- 
pons which prove mighty through God to conquer 
the rebellious heart of a finner, and by which he will 
in the end totally deſtroy popery. 


In this day of contention, how little is true chriſti- 
anity underſtood !_ many taking the part of wicked, 
infidel, and cruel men, who kill and deſtroy, and en- 
deavour to baniſh from their minds all' thoughts of 
God. Others * again, pleading for ſuperſtition, and 
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that great enemy of the church of Chriſt, popery ; 
ignorantly believing, that infidel men, conſuming the 
idols and blind ſaints of the falſe church, is deſtroy- 
ing religion *. But the holy word of God knows no- 
thing of this partiality for any fort of men. The voice 
of God is againſt all iniquity, whether it goes under 
a political name or a religious name. God's word 
pays no reſpect to perſons or parties, foreign or pro- 
teſtant. Names muſt fall for ever. The bold infi- 
del; the open profane ; the ſelf-righteous phariſce, 
whether Popiſh or Proteftant; though they differ in 
degrees of crime ; yet the word of God is one, which 
declares them all ignorant of the true faith of Chriſt, 


In our preſent day, we hear the deiſts of one 
country crying out againſt the atheiſts of another; 
the ſelf-righteous papiſt, with his idols, exclaiming 
againſt both; the faſhionable finners, with their 
miflrefſes ;—Gameſters, drunkards, adulterers, and 


- ® In Dr. Moore's Journal, we find but a few years ago, that a 
young gentleman being in liquor, and ſtriking an old wooden image 
of the virgin, the prieſts made the people believe that the idol 
was much affronted, and out of zeal for the religion of the pope, 
they murdered the young man to appeaſe the anger of this image. 
Now we find this corruption of true religion has breke out into re- 
venge againſt theſe images. As the pope and his clergy had cor- 
rupted the people's minds, and the people now finding out the cheat, 
they run into the extreme, and cruelly perſecute others. Thus the 
fallen nature of man appears, both in political and religious cruelty. 
Let the ſerious reader compare Chriſt's religion to all this, 


ſuch 
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ſuch like, crying out againſt other men for caſting off 
their religion. I know there are different degrees in 
all theſe crimes; ſome outrage common deceney; 
others keep miſtreſſes, drink, game, and ſwear, in 
more private corners, and ſay with the fool, God 
& ſeeth us not.” Tell ſuch men of the true religion 
of Chriſt ; that the wrath of God is revealed againſt 
all fin; that they walk in the broad way that leadeth 
to deſtruction z that they muſt come to Chriſt for ſal- 
vation ; that unleſs they are born again of the Spirit 
of God, they cannot enter the kingdom of heaven; 
Alas! theſe men will revile you; call you, perhaps, a 
methodiſt, or enthuſiaſt. But if this is methodiſm, or 
enthuſiaſm, then it is our glory; knowing that Jeſus 
has ſaid, They will caſt your name out as evil, for 
* my ſake.” —And again, Woe be unto you when 
© all men ſpeak well of you.” Luke vi. Thus, by 
eſtabliſhing the true faith of Chriſt, the falſe will be 
diſcovered. We have nothing to glory in over others, 
—The moſt eminent chriſtian can only ſay, * Chriſt 
* Jeſus came into the world to fave ſinners, of whom 
L am the chief. —1 Tim. 


Then, my chriſtian reader, while men contend for 
falſe religion, let us, for the glory of our Lord Jeſus, 
and in love to our fellow men, contend to the end of 
our lives for ** that faith once delivered to the ſaints.” 
The diſciples of Chriſt are taught by his ſpirit ro pray, 
. * Thy will be done,” whatever they ſuffer for their 
wenn to the laws of Chriſt. Moſes choſe rather 
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to be amongſt the deſpiſed Iſraelites, and refuſed to 
be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter, to keep com- 
pany with the children of God. I can eaſily ſuppoſe 
the polite people of that day thought him a great 
foal, Thus, all that follow Chriſt now will be de- 
ſpiſed more or leſs, This is a plain proof, that coun- 
tries profeſſing to be chriſtians, are not real diſciples 
of Him they call Mafter.—Awful confideration ! 
Therefore, O Chriſtian, take heed you do not follow 
the many, after the maxims of the world ; you muſt 
be thought ſingular if you follow Jeſus. Study to be 
_ Quiet; to live as peaceable ſubjects under this or any 
other government, whether the government is a uſurp- 
ed one or not ®,. If you ſhould be in a country un- 
bappily divided by civil war, you muſt obey thoſe that 
have the power in all lawful commands, and join no 
fide by taking the ſword to deſtroy men, as Jeſus has 
told us to forgive our enemies. What are all their 
contentions and bloodſhed ? To gain a little honour 
that will periſh; or perhaps a few more acres of 
ground; or to eſtabliſh ſome political opinion, If a 
kingdom is gained by bloodſhed, what will it profit? 
Alas! miſery follows it. But the kingdom of Chriſt 
ſhall be for ever. It conſiſts, not in violent political 
contentions, iniquity, bloodſhed, or war; but in 
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3 ® Suppoſe a diſciple of Jeſus now in France (1793); one party 
gives orders that he muſt fight for them, a contrary part for them. 
Both fides are agreed that it is right to deſtroy one another, Oh! 

when will Chriſt's diſciples be agreed to follow him, to pity ſuch 
men, and flee from the ſcenes of bloodſhed and war? 
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2 righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt,” 
This makes the true chriſtian's life ; and without this 
Holy Spirit 1n the heart, there can be no true re- 


ligion. 


The diſciples of Jeſus will never be the majority 
or prevailing party in any nation. Far from it, He 
calls them * a little flock,” Luke xii. 32. How 
different are they from the men of the world, 
whoſe ambition, pride, and bloodſhed, are fo 
- oiten extolled by the various contending parties, ſo 
oppoſite to the kingdom of Chriſt! The. apoſtle 
exhorts chriſtians by ſaying, But, thou, O man 
of God, flee theſe things, and follow after righ- 
e reouſnels, faith, love, patience, and meckneſs.” 
The very reverſe of this is cried up by the world ?. 
Men compare. themſelves with others, and think 
they have made progreſs, becauſe they are not 
ſo outwardly profane. But, alas ! would men com- 
pare themſelves with the purity of the religion of 
Chriſt ; the ſpirit, nature, and tendency of that only 
holy religion ; how would they fall down before God 
in deep humility of heart, and each pray, God be 
* merciful to me a finner.” How many thouſands 
in this nation ridicule thoſe who fear God ? But for 
the want of this fear of God, we may attribute all our 
national iniquities; want of honour to the king, and 


Hape we not heard, in this day, aſſa{bpatian applauded, reyenge 
rewarded and admired, by both contending parties in their ſinful 
and high political zeal ? This is not the ſpirit of Chriſt ; but the 


ſpirit of reſentment, — 
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reverence for law ful authority; ſubjection to the laws 
of our country; with fierce and fooliſh political con- 
tentions. Theſe all ſpring and grow from the want 
of the fear of God, Would to God that it was more 
laid to heart by us all! The word of God compli- 
ments no man, but commands all men to repent ; 
kings and princes, governors and governed. God, 
by the prophet, ſays, that he will pierce through kings 
in the day of his wrath, and deſolate kingdoms for the 
wickedneſs of prieſts * and people. Witneſs France, 
in which we ſee the word of God is fulfilled. Dread- 
ful are the judgments of God on corrupt governors, 
licentious people and prieſts. They look to ſecond 
cauſes, and ſay, Why did not our army fight better, 
and our government would have been ſaved? Why did 
the king call the people together ? and why a thouſand 
other things? Alas! unhappy people ! once great 


and proud like Tyre of os the hand of the Almighty 


* Thoſe who have fled to this country we have clothed and fed, _ 
and kept from their cruel perſecutors. May we that have received 
mercy from God, ever imitate the divine goodneſs in ſhewing 
mercy to others, whether Turks or Papiſts. ©* If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink.“ Some would 
wiſh to deſtroy wicked men; but the $pirit of Jeſus, if in our hearts, 


: will lead us to pray for their converſion. While we tllus do them : 


good, may we be delivered from all the ſhocking worſhip and 


wicked practice of the church of Rome. There may be ſome in that 


church that fear God; it concerns them deeply to flee from her; 
for God will avenge the blood of his ſaints, maſſacred and ſlain by 
thoſe enemies to the church of Chriſt in all ages, As » 0007 Roy 
have not aþjured their wickedveſ and crueky, 


was 
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was againſt you ; your time was come. Thus that 
great monarchy is overthrown, that made other na- 
tions tremble. That monarchy that endeavoured the 
fall of England by aſſiſting our children in America 
againſt their parent ſtate, has been dreadfully Judged 
for cauſing ſo much bloodſhed, 


Oh! that the inhabitants of England would lay 
this to heart; and take warning by the deſtruction of 
others. The holy ſcriptures are in our hands; let us 
repent and turn to God, and put away our iniquities. 
We call ourſelves chriſtians. Alas! what will that 
avail, if we do not follow Chriſt? Thouſands glory 
in the name of patriot, yet live like thoſe that have 
never heard of the name of Jeſus. Looſe and im- 
moral men can never be good patriots; however 
they oppoſe one another in their political opinions, 
it is of little conſequence while they continue hoſtile 
to the laws of Chriſt, Would to God that legiſlators 
and people would ſeriouſly conſider theſe eternal 
things; then a reform in parliament of the moſt im- 
portant kind would take place. To ſee the members 
of both houſes of parliament turning to God, and be- 
coming the diſciples of Chriſt ; then every other re- 
form would follow of the moſt uſeful kind to our 
country . I muſt declare with the ſcriptures, that 
* the fear of God is the beginning of wildom.“ I 


l hope there are many in both houſes that fear God, I pray 
their number may be increaſed ; but I enter not into political queſ- ; 
tions, my ſubject is of infinitely more importance, | 
muſt 
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muſt declare, that the caſting off this fear of God 
brings dreadful calamities on nations and individuals. 
Every one ſays it is the fault of another. This is our 
ruin, each ſhifts it from themſelves, Another ſays it 
is not his buſineſs. But, reader, pauſe a moment, 
I entreat you. —God commands every man to repent, 
and to conſider how far his perſonal fins bring the 
judgments of God on his country. This I have al- 
ready ſhewn ; therefore fooliſh diſputes between 
churchmen and diſſenters is of no avail ; nothing but 
the love of God in Chrift Jeſus will lead us to love 
others ;-and where love is, all other good will follow. 


Great are our complaints of the want of morality in 
this nation ; but can we wonder at this, when there 
prevails ſuch i ignorance of that foundation upon which 
true chriſtian morality is built. Can we look for a 


An eminent poet has ſaid, * that it is of little conſequence 
© what is our faith, if our lives are in the right.” Such ſentiments 
are dangerous, and full of infidelity. We can have no hope before 
the awful tribunal of God, but by a true faith in Chriſt. The 
apoſtle ſays, The life I now live, is by the faith of the Son of 
„God.“ And this faith taught him ** to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
© and godly, in this world.” Our lives cannot be in the right any 
other way. 

I muſt here remark another common ſaying, tough not lo fa- 
ſhionable as the above, yet deſtructive and full of infidelity, We 
hear it almoſt every where; when ſpeaking on religious ſubjects, 
they add, that ** every one muſt go to heaven their own way.“ 
But this is impoſſible —God will not be mocked. Men muſt go to 
heaven in God's way, or never. Now, ſays Jeſus, © I am the way, 
«© the truth, and the life.” Thus there is but one way; and if we 
| $9 not that ſure way, we miſs the ſalvation of our ſouls. ; 


N ſuperſtructure 


| and live accordingly, 
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ſuperſtructure without a foundation? Can men ever 
bear the fruits of faith, without the faith of Chriſt ? 
Can we ever truly mourn for our fins, without look- 
ing on Him whom we have pierced ? Hundreds of 
preachers get as far in their divinity as Seneca and 
other heathens got; they lay not Chriſt as the foun- 
dation of true morality, and are then ſurpriſed they 
ſee ſo little of it. From ſuch preachers, O chriſtian, 
turn away; God never ſent ſuch, and they will ap- 
pear, on examination, only to be deiſts under the 
name of reverend. How wicked in the fight of a 
holy God muſt this be! May that God grant repent- 
ance to ſuch preachers; and fave their poor hearers, 
and bring them to Chriſt, as the only foundation of 
their ſoul's hope, and of all true morality. 


Nothing hardens men more than the looſe lives of 
the clergy. They betray the cauſe of truth, which 
they ſwear to defend; they confirm the ſceptic and 
ſtrengthen the deiſt. Though IT do not believe that 
the church of England, or any other of a national 
kind, can properly be termed a church of Chriſt ; yet, 
thank God, there are men in it who preach Jefus 


- 


Reader, I muſt now bid you farewell. Only, be- 
fore we part, permit me to point you to God, as the 
alone object of true and eternal happineſs through 
Jeſus Chriſt. If you are ſeeking happineſs in this 
world, you will miſs che true road. The things that 

| are 


76 OF THE PEACEABLE NATURE 


are in the world cannot afford true peace ; turn them 
about, and again run the giddy round: of faſhion, 


- worldly honour, and riches; diſappointment will finiſh 
your ſhort journey. Turn, then, to God, and repent ; | 


this will bring true peace to yourſelf, honour to God, 
and good to men. I pray this may be your caſe 
through the grace of God; that you may come out 
rom the evil of the world, and lay to heart what is 
the meaning of righteouſneſs, temperance, and judg- 


ment to come. 


My chriſtian friends and brethren, of whatever 
party, that are made partakers of the fpirit of Chriſt, 
farewell. I intreat you to ſtudy God's holy word with 
much prayer. Chriſt is not aſhamed to call us bre- 
thren,— Heb. ii. Marvellous abalement ! He died 
for us. —Aſtoniſhing love! The Captain of our Sal- 
vation made perfect through ſuffering ! Oh! chriſ- 
tian, ſee that ye obey him from love. Come out 


from all antichriſtian aſſemblies. Keep bis worſhip 


pure. This is a day of much evil; and you ſhould 
ſhew your attachment to Jeſus in keeping bis com- 


mandments. The love of many waxeth cold; pro- 
feſſors of chriſtianity getting rich in the world have 


their hearts where their treaſure is. we enjoy 
many mercies and privileges in this country; let 
us de thankful for them, and uſe them for God's 
glory. Let us be quiet and peaceable people; 
praying for all men; diſturbing no government; 


_ avoiding all furious political diſputes about what 


may 


«a as 1 Meh. 
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may be the beſt form of it. Far leſs ſhould we take 
the ſword to embrue our hands in the blood of others 
about ſuch queſtions. 
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Remember, O chriſtian, Chriſt had not where to 
lay his bleſſed head. Jeſus has told us, that his 
followers ſhould be but a poor, deſpiſed, and afflicted 
people, in compariſon of the reſt of the world. The 
things that the men of the world are fighting for, 
can never afford permanent joy; therefore leave them 
to fight about kingdoms and republics, points of falſe 
honour, and worldly pomp and vanity; it is their 
chief good, and they will fight for it. Satan is the 
God of this world, and it lieth in the wicked one,— 
John ii. You have a heavenly prince to fight for, 
e the Prince of Peace.” If the rulers of republics or 
kingdoms command you to enter into their cruel and 
bloody wars, be ready, in meekneſs and fear, to de- 
clare, that you © mult obey God; rather than men,” 
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Brethren, lay theſe things to heart. Chriſt ſays, 
that he has choſen you out of the world,” (John 
xvii.) that ye may be holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation, Often think the end of all things haſtens on. 
God is fulfilling his holy word. —Dreadful judgments 
will come on the world. Oh! that we may now at- 


tend to the voice of Chriſt; that when the midnight 
cry is made, we may be found like the wiſe virgins, 
and enter into the kingdom of Heaven. Seeing, 
6c then,” ſays the 8 * that all theſe things ſhall 

; cc be 
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v be diffolved, What manner of perſons ought ye to 
s be in all holy converſation and godlineſs ?”—Peter 
chap. iii, I pray that theſe important truths may be 
written on the heart of every diſciple; and I have now 
to crave your charity, by putting up your prayers for 
me, that both reader and writer may at laſt be found 
waſhed in the Redeemer's blood, and made holy by 
his Spirit, and thus rejoice together in the day of 
Cbriſt. I am alſo bound to intreat the reader to par- 
don what is faulty or inaccurate ; for I am ſure he has 
had many opportunities to exerciſe his candour. I 
cannot apologize for writing what I believe to be the 
mind of God; and J can appeal to that all-ſeeing 
eye, that I have not willingly endeavoured to pervert 
any text of ſcripture, to make it ſpeak contrary to the 
ſpirit and nature of the heavenly kingdom of Jefus 
| Chriſt, I have not willingly ſaid any thing to give 
offence to Jew, Gentile, or the church of God. But 
I have endeavoured, and do think it the will of God, 
that we ſhould endeavour to ſpread the kingdom of 
Chriſt ; to lead men to God; and exhort Chriſt's diſci- 
- plesto be quiet and peaceable, under this, or whatever 
government they live; and be thankful for ſuch, pray- 
ing for all men, and flecing the ſcenes of bloodſhed 
' and war. I have endeavoured to ſhew,” that all the 
revolutions in nations are under the divine controul ; 
| that the apoſtate church of Rome and its idolatry are 
quickly coming to an end; and that no diſciple of 
Chriſt dare lift the ſword to bring about revolutions, 
or counter · revolutions, but to hear Chriſt's voice ſay- 


1 ing, 
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ing, © Vengeance belongeth to God.” Let, then, 4 
the potſherds of the earth daſh one againſt the other, - 
for different bits of this world, power, and political 


opinions, all fulfilling the word of God; only let us 


know, that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth,” — 


Rev. xviii. To the arms of this almighty power let 
us commit our ſouls and bodies. And now, to the 
„King, eternal, immortal, and inviſible, the only 


« wiſe God, be glory for ever through Jeſus Chriſt. 


& Amen.“ 
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SCRIPTURAL SUBJECTION 


TO 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT; 


IN AN EXHORTATION 


ADDRESSED TO 


REAL CHRISTIANS. 


BY THOMAS SHERATON. 


Render therefore unto Ceſar the things which are Caeſar's; and 
unto God, the things which are God's. 


; — 
- 


Matt. xxii, 21. 


— — — — 
- ” I» - wk nd * 4 " * 
e 2 - — 
Wo * *. 0 - a 
_—_— — . d 
. * 5 


* 


— - — a rey 
—® =, ENS 
&S > n 
P SEE A — 8 


© 324 
4 3 * 2 4 
A 's © # *0 4% 
o* 1 4 = 


A. 
„ 


a . 4% 


— —— ſ＋—ñ—ĩ˙² ͤ—— 
— 1 — — — - 


e Cee !2¼Mdb 


came 
- — 


* 
88S — 
# 
* 
- 
* 
8 - 
* 
. 
Sy 
* 


woo 2 To * * 


lk „ 


42 20 
* „ 
— 
A *, 
o 
\ 1 


SCRIPTURAL sUBIECTIoNx 


TO 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


x Pet. I. 17 
Fear God: Honour the King. 


Tan fear of God, according to the ſenſe of the 
ſacred ſcriptures, ſometimes imports a dread and 
awe of his divine majeſty, as the ſovereign of heaven 
and earth, of life and of death ; who giveth life to 
all, and whoſe prerogative alone it is to take it away : 
J kill, and I make alive, I wound, and I heal; 
© neither is there any that can deliver out of my 
© hands,” Deut. xxxii. xxxix, xl, xli. | 


But the fear of God has for its object not merely 


the deſtruction of the body by natural death, for after 
he hath killed the body he hath alſo power to caſt 


into hell. Thus runs the ſoleinn exhortation of the 
Lord of Life to his diſciples in the days of his taber- 


nacling here below. Fear him, who after he hath 


* killed hath power to caſt into hell; yea, I ſay, fear 
him Luke xii. 5. This ſpecies of fear was ſuited 
to preſerve from apoſtaſy, and to guard the diſciples 
againſt the fear of man. 


In general, however, this bear of God aa 
upon chriſtians implies a fihal regard to him, which 


includes the eſteem and revetence due from a ſon 8 
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a father: and, from the conſideration of this relation- 
ſhip ſubſiſting, God reaſons with his people thus : 
* A ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant his maſter ; 
* if then I ” a Ft where is mine honour | 


Malachi, i. 6 


The fear therefore which includeth and is con- 
nefted with a due reverence and eſteem for God, 
muſt be peculiar to the ſons of God, and is the effect 
of his own power in the great work of regeneration, 
or the new birth, by which we become the fons and 
heirs of God through Chriſt. 


The exertion of this power in this important work 


is independent of the will of man in every point of 


view: Of his own will begat he us, with, or by, the 
« word of truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt 
* fruits of his creatures. Jam. i. 18. * The fear of 
God thus implanted in our hearts, is the great 
bleſſing and diſtinguiſhing privilege of the new cove- 
nant, by which its tranſcendant excellency above the 
old is fully manifeſted, and redounds much to the 
praiſe and glory of the grace of God. The fear of 
God, inculcated fimply by the tenor of the old cove- 
venant, given at Singi, gendered to bondage; but 


I mean not that men are made to believe againſt their choice, 
but by what power is it that we chooſe the goſpel, which we natu- 
. rally hate ? Is it not God that ſhews us our periſhing ſtate as 
finners, and at the ſame time preſents the food of life to our view? 
W 

that 
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that which the new covenant teaches gives liberty 
and life, and leads us to cry, Abba Father, as the 
conſequence of receiving the ſpirit of adoption.— 


Gal. iv. 45 5 6. 24 · 


The promiſe of the new covenant is as follows :— 
J will give them one heart and one way, that they 
© may fear me for ever: I will make an everlaſting 
« covenant with them, that 1 will not turn away from 
© them to do them good; but I will put my fear in 
e their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me.“ 


Jer. xxxli. 39, 40. 


Brethren, the fear of God, taken in theſe two ſenſes, 
then, will be found, in our experience, to anſwer every 
valuable purpoſe for which he hath appointed it, both 
as it reſpects the glory of his own name and our 
eternal good, For whilſt the latter ſecures our obe- 
dience arifing from a ſenſe of his mercy, goodneſs, 
and loving · kindneſs to us in the Son of his love; the 
former guards us againſt trampling upon his ſacred 
| laws and ordinance, from a fear of its conſequence, 
which is eternal death. The wiſdom of God is con- 
ſpicuovs in the appointment of it; as theſe two ſpe- 
cies of fear ſo wonderfully anſwers to our fallen ſtate 
both of mind and frame, in this world of temptation, 
fin, and W 


Do we, from an evil heart of unbelief, * to 
depart from his laws and ordinances? Then 
appears as the Avenger of his holineſs, and ſets before 
FZ. us 
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us the awful conſequendes of wilfully ſinning againſt 
him ; ſo that if we are his fons, we ſhall tremble 
whalft we liſten to ſuch as the following ſcriptures : 
* How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalva- 
* tion—Heb. ii. 3 :” For if we fin wilfully after 
ce that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
© there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a 


& certain fearful looking for of judgment,” &c.— 
| Heb. : x. 26, 27. 


. a e in all the commandments of the 
Lord blameleſs, and thus enjoying the light of his 
countenance? ſtill we muſt fear him, but it is in the 
BY ſenſe ; for the pſalmiſt lays, «© Bleffſed is the man 

; * who. feareth the Lord alway ;“ which cannot mean, 
that we are always to fear his wrath, but that we con- 
ſlancly reverence and eſteem him as the Father of 
mercy and the God of all grace. The apoſtle to the 
- Philippians enjoins that they ſhould work out their 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling ; adding, for 
theirs and our conſolation, that * it is God who work- 
te eth in us, both to will and to do of his good plea- 
6 „ ſure. —See | ll 12, 13. 

, - 

But this fear bat of a "0 not of a flave.. It is 
the beginning of heavenly wiſdom, and keeps us in 
the path of life, It is the principle by which the 
Tord maintains a near correſpondence or communion 
With his people. To ſuch he has promiſed to look, 
leren 40! them that are * «IE a-contrite ſpirit, 


e | * and 


ts 
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and who tremble at his word.“ See Iſaiah ir 2. 
Plalm [50:7 8} en r 188 


I then we thüs fear God, and are the rabjes of 
the new covenant, we are called upon with reverence. 
to a tend unto the apoſtolic exhortation, to . honour 
TIE king in connection with our fear of God. 
We ate more particularly to attend unto this duty a at 
. a time like this, when many are diſpoſed to ſpeak. 
evil of the king and of thoſe ith authority, and even 
amongſt ſuch are found thoſe who Profeſs the chriſ- 


7 Th Ir 


tian Dame, 2 
4 4 134170 

If it be admitted _ this is at * proper ſubject 
of; chriſtian exhortation, certainly it is a ſeaſonable 


time far it now; and in emp this, I ſhall Pur- 
ſue the enn method: brot ö 


t Wenn de abe dmesg 1 
is connected with our honouring the king. And, 


Secondly, Show 3 in what reſpects u we are : to hogour 
him. 


3279 


Thirdly, In a We ſenſe, p aroving) that i in 1 
e we ought not to honour him. And, 


In the laſt place, enquire, Whether chriſtians have 
any authority from ſcripture to meddle with matters 
of politics ? N vic ſome remarks" from 


the whole. un Thy 


Fir, To prove ohm the er of God * 
the text is connected with honouring the * 
F4 This 
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This is evident from the context (ſee verſe 1 3), in 
which Peter exhorts us to . ſubmit ourſelves to every 
4% ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; whether 
10 it be to the king as ſupreme, that is, higheſt in 
authority in civil matters, or unto governors, as 
* unto them that are ſent by him for the puniſh- 
10 gent of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
10 do well.“ 

1 be great apoſtle Paul, in writing to the Romans, 
bw teſtimony” to the ſame doctrine, and exhorts 
chriſtians to the exerciſe of this branch of the fear of 
God, and in ſuch ſtrong terms as ought to rouſe the 
attention of all who call themſelves Chriſt's diſciples. 


Nor one * * is ee "od the duty; no 
place or age in which we live can unbind us from the 
facred obligation, or make void the following unal- 
terable law : Let every foul be ſubject to the 
2 higber powers; for there is no power but of God 
«© the powers that be are ordained of God. Whoſo- 
s ever therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordi- 
e nance of God; and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to 
„ themſelves damnation : for rulers are not a terror 
e to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not 

| ei be afraid of the powers? Do that which is good and 
« ee thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame: for he is the mi- 
i niſter of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 
85 * which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the ſword 
in 6 vain ; for bed is the miniſter of C God, a revenger 
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eto execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Where- 
© fore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, 
but alſo for conſcience ſake. See Rom. xiii. MY 


1s it not then evident from theſe paſſages, that to 
honour the king, and patiently ſubmit to the higher 
powers, is abſolutely connected with the fear of God 
inculcated in the text? 


It is not intended by this, that chriſtians ſhould ſa- 
perſtitiouſly bow to the name, king, or to hold his 
perſon as ſacred who poſſeſſes this title. This prin- 
ciple would, in ſome caſes, blend the chriſtian ſyſtem 
with the Jewiſh; a thing quite inconfiſtent .with its 
nature and genius *, 


It does not appear from ſcripture that government 


by a king is appointed of God in preference to other 


forms, if we reflect how it was that Iſrael of old had 
the ficſt king: but as the government of kings and 


emperors was generally prevalent in thoſe days in 


which Chriſt came, and in which the apoſtles wrote 
their epiſtles to chriſtians, this is the only reaſon that 
can be given why chriſtians are called upon to honour 


nn the Jewiſh religion, or old diſpenſation, when the king was 
anointed with holy oil, and conſidered as a prieſt and prophet, his 


perſon might then be eſteemed ſacred, being thus ſet apart for the 
religious ſervice of God—ia wich ſeaſe, the veſſels or utenſils of _ 
. the tabernacle and temple. were ſacred. But what i is it ſhort ** 
blaſphemy to hear the 2 « ſacred majeſty”? applied to _ 
1 ? 
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kings in particular, becauſe they were chief in au- 
thority, and were principally che powers that then 
exifted. by the Lord's providence, If Chriſt and his 


apoſtles had lived under a repreſentative or republican 


form of government, there is no reaſon to doubt but 


they would have exhorted chriſtians to honour and 
to obey thoſe in authority by delegation. The ho- 
nours therefore due to a king cannot be founded on 
any thing, but ſolely on the office he ſuſtains, which 
inveſts | ls with N 6c 50 9 


Some i imagine, and zealouſly as falſely aſſert; war 
none but thoſe whom they ſuppoſe a chriſtian king 
ought to be honoured and ſincerely obeyed ; but the 
confuſion and diſorder, neceſſarily reſulting from 


ſuch a doctrine, would at once prove it not to be 


of divine origin: on the contrary, we ſee, and ought 
to admire, in this, as in a thouſand other inſtances, 
the wiſdom diſplayed in the ſeriptures in not ground- 
ing our ſubjection to kings upon any ſuch principle; 
for then maſt a king be a compound of every thing 
that wears the name Chriſtian, amongſt the many op- 
poſite ſects that aſſume that venerable title, ere he 
could juſtly claim, or be able to obtain an univerſal 


allegiance from his ſubjects. The office of a king, 
and chriſtianity in its own nature, are totally diſtinct 

things and unconnected, as much ſo as a lawyer and 
- chriſtian ; but we ſcruple not to ſay, that if either or 


both are — they will be ſo much the better 


bort Its | 
| Wheiever 
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Wherever the ſupreme power of government is 
lodged ; whether in one man; in twenty; or if in a 
whole nation or empire, by its repreſentatives or de- 
legates; ſuch a power is, by chriſtians, to be obeyed, 
becauſe it then becomes an appointment or ordinance 
of God, intended for che good of the whole mutually. 


And hence we are exhorted, as in the paſſage al- 
ready cited, to“ ſubmit to every ordinance of man * 
for the Lord's ſake; not religious ordinances, but 
the inſpired writer means, every conſtitution formed by 
the general conſent of men; and which being _—_— 
to, and inveſted in one or in many perſons, it imme- « 
diately becomes a divine appointment as well as a 
human one; on which account chriſtians are bound 
to obey for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to the king 
as ſupreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are 
ſent by him; and conſequently, as theſe are ſent of 
God, and raiſed up for the purpoſe. of governing, 
my are, whoever they be, the miniſters of God to | 

© By him kings reign, and princes decree juſtice,: 
68 * him ene rule, and nobles, even all the Judges 
* of the earth. — Prov. viii. 15, 16. 


k is dene then, rhas Ge e 
vernment-is not confined or limited to any one form 
in preference to another, otherwife it would have 


* The phraſe © every ordinance of man” is thus tranſlated by 
ſome of the learned, W human creation or conſtitution. 
— Pet. ü. 13. 


I 3 1 been 
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been mentioned in the ſcriptures what that form 
ſhould be; nor could it have been enjoined, conſiſt- 


ent therewith, to ſubmit to every conſtitution of man, 


which, for the reaſons now given, I take to mean, 


1 any form of government eſtabliſhed by the common 
conſent of a nation. 


And it is further evident that government is not a 
mere human appointment, as ſome imagine, but is 
of divine authority, deſigned for the good, and not the 
deſtruction of mankind. Fs 


The power and authority that Pilate, the Roman 
governor, had over Jeſus, was from above, as he 
himſelf declares to that ruler :—* Thou couldſt have 
* no power at all againſt me, except it were given 
« thee from above. Therefore, he that delivered me 
c unto thee hath the greater fin.” The ſenſe of 
which is tolerably clear, when we conſider that Pilate 
had before ſaid to Jeſus, that he had power either to 
crucify or releaſe him. Jeſus admits that he had this 
power, but informs him whence it was originally 
derived, not merely from the emperor or people at 
Rome, but from above, that is, from God. Con- 


_. fidering, then, that Pilate was in the capacity of 4 


governor in Judea, his conduct towards Jeſus was, 
in ſome degree, juſtifiable, but thoſe who delivered 


him up to Pilate did it without the leaſt ſhadow of 
juſtice or reaſon.” Therefore, ſays our Lord, he 


* who delivered me up to thee hath the greater ſin.” 
"IS | Which 


IR 
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Which compariſon, however, ſuppoſes ſome degree 
of guilt in the governor, and which, in the end, ap- 
peared very conſpicuous indeed; in that he ſuffered 
a perſon to be crucified, in whom he acknowledged 
there was no fault at all: - yes; he releaſed a robber 
and executed an innocent man: yet his power or au- 
thority, as a civil governor, was acknowledged ro be 


from God. 


And this ſenſe of the paſſage exactly coincides with 
what we have already quoted from Paul's epiſtle, 
written to the church of God under the ſame govern- 
ment, where he ſays, of the then exiſting heathen 
government, that it was ordained of God, If there- 
fore civil government be an ordinance of God, they 
who reſiſt or rebel againſt any form of it, rebel 
againſt not men only, but againſt God; and in ſo 
doing, cannot be ſaid to fear him: ** for he that is per- 
e verſe in his way, deſpiſeth him.“ — Prov. xiv. 2. 
And according to the divine concluſion, they who 
obſtinately perſevere in refiſting the ordinance of God, 
ſhall, in the end, receavy to themſelves damnation, 


Secondly, To ſhew in what reſpects we are to 
honor the king. 


And firſt, We are to honour the king by praying 
for his eternal welfare as well as temporal happineſs, 
According to the language of ſcripture, ** prayers, 


*« interceſſions, and giving of thanks, are to be made 
| « for. 
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6 for all men; for kings and all chat are in authority: 
& for this is good and acceptable in the fight of God 
% our Saviour, who will have all men to be ſaved.“ 


Therefore as God will have all men to be ſaved, that 


is, men of every rank and ſtation, it is plain, kings 
are not excluded. Hence they are an object of the 
chriſtian's prayer, to the end that they, as well as 
other men, may obtain the ſalvation which 1s 1n 


Chriſt, 


+ 


To honour the king in this way, is to honour him 
in truth and in ſincerity; but not in flattery and 


diſſimulation. When we pray for the king's ſalva- 


tion, it ſuppoſes him a ſinner, and in a periſhing 
ſtate like other men, otherwiſe there would be no 


propriety in praying for his ſalvation. There are 


many flatterers round the perſons of kings, eſpecially 
of the eccleſiaſtical kind, who are ready to perſuade 


- them that the ſalvation of Chriſt wears a more benign 


aſpect to kings than other men, as if their high office 
entitled them in ſome meaſure to the favour of God, 
and enſured their eternal ſalvation. But this, we ſee, 
is not the apoſtle's view of it; for he ranks them with 
other. men, and gives us no authority for believing 
that they ſhall be ſaved in preference to the meaveſt 


RA. ; > 


But again, —If chriſtians are well convinced of their 
duty in praying for the king, not only that he may 


be en ut that they under him may live 1 in peace, 


godlineſs, 
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godlineſs, and honeſty, this will effectually fecure 
their ſubjection to the higher powers; for it will not 
be eaſily reconciled in the mind of a chriſtian, at one 
time to pray for the king's proſperity in ſoul and 
body, and that we under him may live in peace; and 
at another, in direct oppoſition to it, take part in 
thoſe meaſures which lead to inteſtine broils and fac- 
tions, inconſiſtent with real godlineſs, and frequently 
deſtructive of every principle of honour and honeſty. 


; J am perſuaded that any king, however wicked, 
muſt think himſelf highly honoured by thoſe ſubjeas 
who make it a part of their public worſhip to pray 
for him; and it does not appear, from any principle 
of good reaſoning, that thoſe who refuſe to pray for 
the king in public will honour him in private, either 
in thought or converſation ; and if this is the caſe 
with a chriſtian, how does it appear that he fears 
God, as enjoined, in the text? | 


ff 


But, by hpnouring the king, according to our pre- 
fent form of government, it implies the two houſes 
of parliament. ' Thefe are two branches of the legiſ- 
lative authority in this kingdom, without which there 
is not a ſupreme power; and therefore we muſt ho- 
nour theſe with our prayers in connection with the 
king. And if theſe three are to us the reigning pow-. 
ers, we know then to whom ſudjection is due. | 


Second, The honour which we owe to the king, 
and the other branches of ſupreme authority, ought 
1 | to 


= ©» SCRIPTURAL SUBJECTION | 
to regulate our public and private converſation when 
we are called upon to give our opinions in matters of 
politics. I mean, we ought to be afraid to ſpeak evil 
of dignities, in contradiſtinction to thoſe falſe chriſ- 
tians whom Peter“ ſays were not afraid to do it.— 
To ſpeak evil of dignities, is to rail againſt the go- 
vernment under which we are placed by the Lord's 
appointment; to ſmite it by bitter words, maliciouſly 
to defame and reproach the name and characters of 
thoſe in authority over us. Such a conduct muſt be a 
direct contradiction to doing honour to the king in any 
ſenſe of the word; and turns out to be not only libel- 
ous againſt the higher powers in this world, but of a 
blaſphemous nature againſt God, whoſe appointment 
government is, and whoſe miniſters they are who 
govern. | 22 


But further: in honouring the king we ought not 
merely to avoid the language of outrage and rebel- 
lion, but we ſhould be careful to ſpeak with due 
reſpect and eſteem for the king, on account of his 
high office and important charge over us, independ- 
ent of his private er and conduct as a man. 


And in this view we ought to venerate hoth houſes 
of parliament, as branches of the legiſlative autho- 
rity, however wicked the members of them . be 
in their private characters. Se 


' 
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And, laſtly, we ought not only to ſpeak in the 
language of eſteem, and with reverence ourſelves, 
for government in general, as an ordinance of God, 
but we ought alſo to avoid the company of thoſe who 


are wilfully bent on ſpeaking evil againſt it. 


By this, however, it is not meant that chriſtians 
ſhould be dumb on every occaſion, and not be at li- 
berty to expreſs their thoughts upon what appears to 
them right or wrong in thoſe who govern : but this 
we muſt do with ſuch tenderneſs, as no way to 
weaken either our own, or the obligation of others to 


ſubmit themſelves as good ſubjects. 


A prudent ſon may, with propriety, reprove a 
father in things that are glaringly wrong in his con- 
duct; but it will be in ſuch an affectionate manner, 
as will ſufficiently indicate that he till conſiders the 
relationſhip to exiſt, and that, as a ſon, he ovght to 
bonour his father. 


Our Lord himſelf reproved or charged fin upon 
Pilate, the Roman governor, who was to him as ſu- 
preme in civil authority in the land of Judea; yet be 
ſubmitted, and paid tribute to that authority, and, as 
has been obſerved, acknowledged that Pilate's power 
over him was from above. 


The fin of Pilate was in not acting 1 


with the nature of his office, which certainly was to 
G protect 
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protect peaceable and innocent perſons ; for though 
the Jews charged Jeſus with ſedition and blaſphemy, 
yet it was falſe, and Pilate himſelf was obliged to 
declare that he found no fault in him at all. 


Surely chen, when thoſe in authority will not pro- 
rect the innocent and peaceable, they are reprehen- 
ſible, and thoſe who reprove are neither criminal be- 
fore God nor man. On the contrary, it would be 
highly offenſive to God were we, becauſe of our 
profeſſed ſubjection to the reigning powers, to call 
evil good, and good evil. 


The apoſtle Paul, more than once, objected to 
and queſtioned the propriety of the conduct of thoſe 
in authority relative to himſelf, yet as a chriſtian he 
was always willing to ſuffer wrong rather than reſiſt. 
At Philippi, a city of Macedonia, at that time ſubje& 
td the Romans; Paul was impriſoned as a diſorderly 
perſon, by the magiſtrates, who knew not that he was 
a freeman of Rome; but on hearing what God had 
done in the prifon in favour of his ſervants, and being 
conſcious of their guilt, they gave orders for his re- 
kaſement, which, when Paul heard of, he thus re- 
plied: © They have beaten us openly Gncondemned, 
« being Romans, and have caſt us into priſon, and 
* now do they thruſt us out privily : nay, verily ; but 
« let them come themſelves and fetch us out.“ 


In 
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In which paſſage we evidently fee a charge of in- 
juſtice and improper conduct made againſt the ma- 
giſtrates of that city. At another time we allo behold 
this great and faithful ſervant of Chriſt pleading his 
legal privileges as a freeman of Rome. At Jeruſa- 
falem, when about to be examined by ſcourging, he 
interrogated the centurion with great ſpirit: ** Is it 
* lawful for to ſcourge a man that is a Roman un- 
* condemned?“ 


From which paſſages, and others that might be 
cited, we ſee, that as a man and citizen, this eminent 
; apoſtle was ever ready to plead his rights; while at 
the ſame time, as a chriſtian, he was always willing 
to ſuffer wrongs rather than rebel againſt thoſe in 
authority, a 


- Thirdly, We ought to honour the king by a cheer- 
ful and ready contribution towards the ſupport of his 
official authority and power, by which peace and 
good order may be eſtabliſhed amongſt men, By 
which, however, we mean not to ſay that theſe bleſſ- 
ings are peculiar to monarchical government; but as 
it cannot be denied that theſe may, and are at pre- 
ſent, in a great meaſure enjoyed by us under that kind 
of government, it muſt appear to us in a more ſtrik- 
ing light to be our duty to contribute our part to- 
wards the maintenance of ſuch important temporal 
advantages. It is our duty to do this even in caſes 
G2 when 
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when as chriſtians we do not derive all thoſe bleſſings 
for which government is principally appointed of 
God, and for which it is our wifdom highly to 
eſteem it. 


At Rome, when the chriſtian name was perſe- 
cuted, and when thoſe who profeſſed it ſuffered death 
for a crime of which they were innocent, and their 
judge guilty, it cannot be ſuppoſed that they had 
much reaſon to exult in the privileges derived from 
that government; yet, at this time, and under theſe 
circumſtances, the apoſtle in his epiſtle to the church, 
reſiding in that place, enjoins that it ſhould pay tri- 
bute to thoſe in authority ; and for this reaſon, be- 
cauſe they were God's miniſters, conſtantly attending 
the profeſſed duties of their office. Therefore,” 
ſays he, © render to all their dues ; tribute ® to whom 
& tribute is due, cuſtom + to whom cuſtom, fear to 
* whom fear, honour to whom honour.” —Sce Rom. 
xiii. | 


It may alſo be obſerved here, that although the 
chriſtians at this period could not themſelves obtain 
much, if any, civil benefit from that government, 
yet other men did, for which reaſon aloge it would 
have been their duty to have contributed towards its 
ſupport. The chriſtian law is to do good unto all 


. Tribute, was money paid into the exchequer. 
+ Cuſtom, an impoſt or tax upon goods or merchandiſe, 
| 8 men, 
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men, even to our enemies; od therefore, even-in a 
caſe where we, on account of our religion, were de- 
prived of every benefit reſulting from government, 
it would ſtill be our duty to honour that government 
with a part of our ſubſtance, ſo long as we could be- 
lieve that all other ſubjects received real advantages 
from it. 


Our Lord himſelf did not enjoy much, if any, 
real civil protection under the Roman governor in 
the land of Judea, yet, for the honour of God, whoſe 
will it is that civil authority ſhall be eſtablithed and 
obeyed, and for the good of mankind in general, he 
directs that his diſciples ſhould pay tribute to Ceſar ; 
and to eſtabliſh the vaſt importance of this precept in 
the view of his followers, we behold him working a 
miracle in the ſea to obtain money to give for himſelf 
and Peter.-See Matt. xvii. 27. And ſurely it is 
rational as well as religious that ſubjects ſhould pay 
for being protected; and though chriſtians as well as 
other men may ſometimes diſcern that they pay more 
than is abſolutely neceſſary for their protection, yet 
it does not become them to find fault, eſpecially as 
they are not always competent judges of the expences 
which attend their protection. And even when tax» 
ing increaſes to an oppreſſive degree, chriſtians ſhould, 
of all others, be the laſt in W fault. 


This may wad us to Tauck on the N con- 
duct of thoſe, who both vindicate and practiſe ſmug⸗ 


G3 8 gling, 
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£ling; or the illegal importation of foreign goods on 
which is laid an impoſt or cuſtom, Particularly it 
requires our notice, when we know it to be practiſed 
by thoſe who profeſs to fear God. While they prac- 
tiſe this, where is their fear of God, or regard to the 
divine and unalterable law of Jeſus, © Render unto 
5 Ceſar the things that are Ceſar's?“ or wherein do 
they honour the king as the text enjoins? If we 
honour him with our lips while we rob him in ſecret, 
our ſubjc&ion will not prove acceptable to God, nor 
in the leaſt ſhew that we fear him. And while, by 
this practice, we rob the king of his due, by law eſta» 


- liſhed, we at the ſame time injure the fair trader, 


This practice is by many thought to be of an indif- 
ferent kind, and unworthy the diſcuſſion of a chriſ- 
tian 3 but when we ſeriouſly conſider the things which 
fach a practice involves in it, the ſuppoſed unimpor- 
tance of the ſubject will then yaniſh, and the real 
chriſtian will ſee, that be can neither fear God 
nor honour the king in maintaining ſuch a com- 


| - Fourth, We may and qught to honour the king 
by every external mark of reſpect; not the marks of 
ſuperſtitious reverence, but ſuch as proye- to others 
| that we eſteem him as God's miniſter, for the puniſh- 
ment of vice and the praiſe of them that do well, 
And this will include in it our reſpect for magiſtrates, 
as ſubordinate miniſters for the ſame purpoſes ; for it 
* evident, that where they are not regarded he: king 


* por wee ot Yod feared, 
The 
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The ſcriptures enjoin upon chriſtians, not only to 

be ſubject to principalities and powers, but alſo to 
obey magiſtrates ; ** EY be gentle, ſhewing all meek - 
* neſs to all men.“ Titus iii. 1, 2. 


By outward marks of reſpect ſhewed to the king 
and to magiſtrates, is to be underſtood an agreement 
and conformity to thoſe uſages and cuſtoms which 
men have adopted to diſtinguiſh theſe in their office 
and rank, when ſuch cuſtoms and uſages do not inter- 
fere with the authority of Chriſt over our conſciences. 
One main end in ſuch a compliance is, that we may 
put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, who are 
always ready either to charge chriſtianity with dif- 
loyalty, or to be diſloyal themſelves, 


Theſe ſecretly hate that authority which lays a re- 
ſtraint upon their unlawful luſts and unwarrantable 


liberty; and for this cauſe they hate chriſtianity and 


thoſe who profeſs it, and are happy to find any flaw 
in their character that would moſt effectually expoſe 
them to the hatred of thoſe in authority, while them - 
ſelves are the real breakers of both the laws of God 
and men. Theſe are the men, whoſe fooliſhneſs the 
chriſtian conduct ought to filence, together with 
another claſs, who, while they proteſs to be religiaus, 


imbibe ſentiments repugnant to it. They inveigh at 


that power and authority which affords another ſet 
the ſame liberty as themſelves; which power, if 
they themſelves poſſeſſed, it would be':exerciſed to 

| G 4 perſecute 
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perſecute thole who ſhould take the liberty of differ- 
ing from them. Peter deſcribes ſuch lawleſs preten- 
ders to chriſtianity, and their teachers, as walking 
after the fleſh, in the luſt of uncleanneſs, deſpiſing 
government, or dominion ; preſumptuous, ſelf- willed, 
and not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities. 


Thirdly, To ſhew that, in ſome particulars, we are 
not to honour the king by our compliance with his 
appointments. —On this ſubject our Lord bas given 
an uaiverial maxim, and drawn the only proper line 
of diſtinction that can with ſafety be depended on, 
and chat ought to regulate the conduct of cvery 
chriſtian. Yea, it is ſuch as ought effectually to 
filence every objection, and gain the aſſent of every 
reaſonable man: Render unto Cefar the things 
<<. which are Cefar's, and unto God the things that 
te are God's.” What king, then, can reatonably 
expect his ſubjects to honour him, who at the fame 
time is unwilling that the people ſhould honour God, 
and render unto him the worthip due to his ſacred 
name? Surely, if the kings of the earth are to be 
honoured, God above all muſt be honoured, and that 
in ſuch a way as fuits his own nature, and agrees with 
his own inſtitutions. Are the kings of the earth jea- 
| Jous of their honour and dignity, and ſhall not Jeho- 
yah be jealous of his? Are they concerned to eſta- 
bliſh their kingdoms and ſecure the obedience of their 
fubjefts, and ſhall not the King of ſaints be concern- 
—— 5 ei 
kingdom, 
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kingdom, and to require an univerſal ſubject ion from 
all bis people? 


Here is the great diſtinction that every chriſtian 
ought zealouſly to maintain in his own mind, ſo that 
whilſt he honours the kings of the earth, he may not 
in the ſmalleſt degree mix with it the honour that is 
due to God only, Thus faith the prophet Iſaiah on 
this matter; I am the Lord, that is my name, and 
% my glory will J not give to another, neither my 
te praiſe to graven images.” —Chap. xlit, 8. 


Hence the kings and governors of the earth can 


have no dominion over the conſciences of men, The 


ſovereign of the conſcience is God alone, who at firſt 


formed it, and to whom alone it is accountable in mat- 
ters of religion, And on this account, when the 
prophets of old addreſſed the people, they were care- 
ful to keep their own place, and direct men to give 
the glory to God, by ſay ing, Hear the word of the 
Lord,“ or ** Thus faich the Lord,” If any men 
on earth ever had a right to ſway the confciences of 
men, ſurely the divinely infpired apoſtles of Chriſt 
had; yet we find, according to the doctrine of the 
New Teſtament, that they were not lords over God's 
heritage, but enſamples to the flock. In this view 
our Lord exhorts us to call no man father upon 
6 earth, for one is your father who is in heaven. 
Marr. xxiii. 10. Before his tribunal alone we muſt 
appear to give an account of the deeds of the body, 
as 


P UE CS WAI rs OO o 


— 


106 © SCRIPTURAL SUBJECTION = 


as we have been actuated either by good or bad prin» 
ciples, Wherefore, whether it be right in the ſight 
of God to hearken unto kings and councils, in mat- 
ters of conſcience, more than God, we muſt judge *, 


If, then, a Nebuchadnezzar ſhould ſer up an image 
of gold, and call upon us to worſhip it, ſhall we fall 
down ? Or if any modern monarch ſhould eſtabliſh a 
national religion, and inſiſt upon all without diſtinc- 
tion to worſhip in his way, however contrary to the 

word of God, ſhould we honour him in this caſe with 
our compliance? Surely not. Let us remember the 
conduct of Shadrach and his partners, (Dan. chap, iii.) 
and the goodneſs of God in delivering them from the 
fiery furnace. Suppoſe a Darius ſhould make a de- 
cree, that none ſhould pray to the true God, but that 
all muſt offer up their ſupplications to himſelf. In 
this caſe we eaſily ſee the line of our duty in the con- 
duct of Daniel, who, notwithſtanding the unalterable 
decree, looked towards the holy temple at Jeruſalem, 
and prayed three times a day to the trie God, 


But ſuppoſing that at preſent the higher powers do 
not require us to worſhip idols, nor prevent us from 

| ſerving the true God as he has appointed; yet, if the 
civil ſtatutes are mixed with certain religious requiſi- 
tions, it is an infringement on the liberty wherewith 
Chriſt has made us free, and is an attack upon his ay- 


® See the boldneſs of Peter and John, Acts iy, 
thority ; 
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thority; and therefore we are not to honour the king 
by a compliance in theſe particulars. 
when we pay tithes of all we poſſeſs, who requires this 
at our hands? The civil and eccleſiaſtical authority, 
unneceſſarily and abſurdly blended together, does; 
but God does not. The ſons of Levi had once à com- 
mandment to take tithes of the people, according to the 


law of God, (Heb. vii. 5.) ; but we are not under the 


Levitical prieſthood. That prieſthood is now changed, 
and of courſe the law of tithes is alſo altered; for nei- 
ther were perfect, being only inſtituted by the law of a 
carnal commandment ; therefore of neceflity, Chrift 
Vuuas made a prieſt after the order of Melchiſedeck, who 

offered up himſelf without ſpot to God, and who 


now prays for us in the preſence of God. To him 


alone therefore we bring our ſpiritual tithes, namely, 
the fruit of our heart, even thankſgiving and praiſe, 
and he, of whom it is witneſſed that he liveth, receiv- 


eth them. — Heb. vii. 8. 8 


It is evidens, then, that the chriſtian is not under that 
diſpenſation, in which it was required of God to pay 
tithes; and conſequently, to be required to pay 


them is an infringment on the liberty wherewith. 


Chriſt hath made chriſtians free. To pay theſe with- 
out ſcruple, is ſo far to admit that we are ſtill 


under a worldly ſanctuary, and the imperfections of 
the Levitical prieſthood, whoſe ſervice conſiſted of 


types and ſhadows, referring to the time that was to 
come, even as the apoſtle ſays, “ the bringing in 2 


better 


For inſtance, 
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better hope,” the eternal prieſthood of Chriſt, by 


the which we draw nigh unto God. 


Ir is in part r that Chriſt is not come in 
the fleſh: it is alſo a putting out the light of the 


goſpel, and Wan the Jewiſh with the Chriſtian 


religion. 


But further, as che matter now ſtands, paying tithes 
involves in it our ſupport of a miniſtry and worſhip, 
which we deem unſcriptural in many reſpects, being, 


upon the whole, inconſiſtent with the ſpiritual nature 


of Chriſt's kingdom, and therefore we cannot derive 
any benefit from ſuch a miniſtry, and where we de- 
rive no ſpiritual benefit, it can never be required from 
God that we ſhould communicate of our temporals 
to ſupport ſuch a miniſtry.— 1 Cor. ix. 9 to 14. In 
a word, whatever ceſs or taxation it may be that is 
required of us by the higher powers, which has for its 
ſole obje& the ſupport of religion, is a violation of 
the liberty of the conſcience, and is, in effect, the 
ſame thing as to command us to render to Ceſar the 


things which belong to God only. Every man in the 


poſſeſſion of full liberty of conſcience, as all ought to 
be, ſhould be left to himſelf to ſupport, $om a ready 


mind, that religion which he moſt approves of, and 


which he ought to do according to his ability. In 


3 this way the religion of Jeſus, independent of civil 


authority, ſupports itſelf in every age, by the influence 


PP I'S on the hearts of thoſe that receiye the truth, 
which 
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which diſpoſes them to give liberally of the things 
they poſſeſs for the ſupport of their poor brethren, af 
and the comfort of thoſe who labour in word and 


doctrine. 


But, though chriſtians, rightly conſidering their 9 
duty, cannot willingly pay ſuch religious taxations, 1 
yet they are not to reſiſt thoſe in authority; ſo that, 
if they are diſpoſed to take our coat for them, let 1 
them have our cloaks alſo. In a caſe of this nature * 
we ſuffer for conſcience, and for the truth's ſake, in 
which we are called to exerciſe patience. And here 
we may remark, how unreaſonable and ungrateful 
ſuch a conduct is in thoſe who are inveſted with civil 
authority. Its unreaſonableneſs appears, when we re- 
flect on the unlimited and uncontroulable authority 
which it is the ſole prerogative of Chriſt to exerciſe 
over the conſciences of his people, which plainly ſup- 
poſes the ſinfulneſs of complying with the religious 
requiſitions of earthly princes, It is ungrateful as well 
as unreaſonable, for kings to inſnare the conſciences of 
Chriſt's ſubjects with their religious inſtitutions and 
ſentiments, becaule that he has been careful to enjoin 
upon all his followers univerſal ſubjection to them in 
thoſe things which relate to civil government. And be- 
fides, he has alſo taught them to pray for every thing 
that can contribute towards their happineſs here or 
hereafter. Does the king wiſh for eternal ſalvation? 
we will pray for it. Does he deſire to live in peace 
and plenty here? we will put up our ſupplications | 
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for it, and cheerfully contribute our part towards its 
and if we have it not in our power to add much to 


his dignity, we will never lift up a hand to diſturb 


his tranquillity, or to oppoſe his authority, Juſtice 
and gratitude do therefore require, that chriſtians 
poſſeſs an unreftrained liberty of conſcience, which 
conſiſts not only in a freedom to worſhip God accord- 
ing to ſcripture, but to refuſe that which is contrary 


to it. Which leads us next 


To ſhew that chriſtians are not to honour the king 
by complying with his appointed faſts; particularly, 


when a day of faſting is connected with praying for 


the ſucceſs of deſtructive arms: but we may firſt en- 
quire whether they have any authority from God to 
appoint faſts for chriſtians upon any occaſion whatever, 
Some chriſtians, from a tenderneſs and regard for the 
ſcripture doctrine of ſubjection to the higher powers, 
have admitted this, and affirm, that Kings ought to 


be obeyed in the appointment of national faſts, But 
in this they break in upon the line of diſtinction which 
Jeſus has eſtabliſhed, which is ſtrikingly ſimple and 
clear, namely, that we are to render unto Ceſar 


e the things that are Cæſar's; and unto God the 


Ir”. things which are God's.” Every tfiing of a civil 


nature belongs unto Ceſar; but ſurely we may ſay 
with as much freedom, that every thing of a religious 


kind belongs unto God; therefore, whatever religi- 


ous duty is required of chriſtians, it ought firſt to 
be ſtamped with his aa before they ought to 
comply. 
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comply. In civil laws chere muſt firſt be a command 
from thoſe in authority, before it can be the duty of 


ſubjects to obey; and ſo in matters of religion we 


muſt have a precept, example, or fomething ana- 
logous, in the word of God, to bind our conſciences 
to duty. In the New Teſtament, which is the moſt 
perfe& and clear light to chriſtians, there is no com- 
mand that the followers of Chriſt ſhould obey a faſt 
appointed by kings. Nor do we ſee any example, 
where the primitive chriſtians kept any ſuch faſts: 
and if the doctrine of analogy or inference be plead- 


ed, where is the ſcripture whence we may conclude 


that chriſtians bowed the knee to pray when kings 
commanded them? or what doctrine is there taught 


in the New Teſtament which implies ſuch 1 


tion? 


The doctrine of abſtinence and prayer, a delivered 
in the New Teſtament, was enjoined upon purely re- 
ligious and devout occaſions, and therefore we cannot 


well imagine that Chriſt intended to allow the kings of - 


the earth the power of regulating ſuch a duty, or to 
point out to chriſtians the occaſions and proper ſeaſons 
for it *®. Chriſt is the head of the church, and not the 


king, whoſe authority over ſubjects is not derived from 


They faſted when any thing very great was to be done, (Matt. 
xvii. 21) z when they ordained teachers, (Acts xiii. 3) on the o 
caſion of ſome particular ſervice to God, (See ver. 2) ; at particu- 
lar devout ſeaſons, which made it lawful for huſb ind and wife to be 


apart for the time, (1 Cor. vii. 5); when they were in great d trials, 
2 Cor. vi. 5), ſuch as Paul was often engaged in, chap. xi. 25. 
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the confideration of his being a chriſtian, but becaufe 
civil government is an appointment of God ; and the 
king, on this account, is the miniſter of God, but not 


over God's ſpiritual ſanctuary, only over the civil 


concerns of men. 


It is too eommonly ſuppoſed, that chriſtian W | 


are to the national churches of thoſe kingdoms over 


which they reign, what David and Solomon were to 


the Jewiſh church. And hence chriſtian kings have 
been piouſly termed the Lord's anointed, at the head 
of the Chriſtian, as David, en &c. were at the 
head of the Jewiſh church. 


To me, however, this parallel is improperly drawn, 
and ought rather to ſtand thus: What David and 


Solomon were for a time to the Jewiſh, the Lord 


Jeſus is to the Chriſtian church in every age. The 


former were in the capacity of kings, prieſts, and 
prophets, over the Old Teſtament church, and were 


5 ſubject to a change becauſe of their im perfection and 


mortality. The latter is the ſame to the New Teſta- 


ment church, but being abſolutely perfect, and the 
immortal, he is not ſubje& to mutability, but re- 


mains for ever the head of his church, 7and a prieſt 
after the order of Melchiſedeck.—Heb. vii. That 
David and Solomon were kings and prophets none 


can doubt, and that they acted occafionally as prieſts, | 


we may ſee in 2 Sam. xxiv. 25; 1 Kings iii. 15, On 
theſe accounts they were properly termed the Lord's 
anointed 
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anointed (Ex. xxviii. 41 ; Pſ. ev. 15; 1 Sam. xvi. 12); 
and as ſuch, were the great preſidents or leaders of 
the Jewiſh church, and had authority to call a folemn 
aſſembly, and appoint a national faſt to be obſerved 
by a national church, which was uniform in itſelf, 
and of Jehovah's own appointment, and not men's. 


In this church, which was only temporary, abound- 
ing with types, prefigurations, and ſhadows of good 
things to come (Heb. ix. 9. x. 1), politics, earthly 
authority, and ſacred rites, were united in one maſs of 
religion, by divine permiſſion and appointment, and 


could not otherwiſe be in the nature of the thing, it be- 


ing adapted to an earthly ſanctuary (Heb. ix. 111), 
including in it, by the outward token of circum- 
ciſion, both carnal and ſpiritual ſubjects or members. 
This worſhip was anſwerable to the nature of that re- 
ligion, which an apoſtle affirms, “ ſtood only in meats 
&« and driuks, and divers waſhings, and carnal ordi- 
© nances, or rites and ceremonies, impoſed on them 
* until the time of reformation,” —Heb. ix. 9. But 
what reformation does this apoſtle allude to? Was it 
to a reformed national church, wearing the chriſtian 
name, yet retaining the things in uſe under the old 
covenant, as altars, organs, bells, veſtments, unctions, 
holy waters, and conſecrated grounds, &c.? Did he 
caſt his eyes towards a church adorned with an earthly 
monarch at its head, ſurrounded with lordly prieſts, 
exacting with rigour, as of old, their tythes? Or did 
he behold, at ſome little diſtance, a ſyſtem of religion, 
H entitled 
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entitled the chriſtian, yet, as of old, adapting itſelf to 
ſuir a kingdom of unregenerate and untaught diſci- 
ples, except whar ſhould lie in the ſprinkling or pour- 
ing of water on their faces in the name of Jeſus? If 
ſo, we have indeed enjoyed this time of reformation, 
but ſhall be ſcarcely able to ſee wherein the difference 
conſiſts between the unreformed Jewiſh and the re- 
formed Chriſtian church. But, brethren, we have not 
ſo learned of Chriſt, if we have been taught of him 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, We ſhall then be able to 
ſee, that Jeſus is now the only king of Zion, and the 
anointed of the Lord “; that David and Solomon 
were types of him; and that their anointing prefigur- 
ed and pointed out that divine unction from above, 
with which Jeſus was endowed without meaſure, even 
the Holy Spirit, to qualify him for the important 
offices of prophet, prieſt, and king, over his church, 
to which he was appointed of the Father; conſe- 
quently we muſt then ſee, that we can have no fur- 
| ther need of earthly princes to govern the church, 
| fince Chriſt, the true anointed and King of kings, 
| is come. All power in heaven and in earth is given 
| unto him— Matt, xxviii. 18. He cannot therefore 
| admit of any rival authority in ordering the affairs of 
Iii his church, which is purely ſpiritual, Ind unconnect- 
| ed with any thing worldly, as he himfelf declares: 
lf « My kingdom is not of this world“ John xvii. 36. 
Hie has ample authority and unqueſtionable right to 


dee Pfalm ii. 2 and 6, compared wich Acts iv. 25, 26, 27. 
l hols: * exerciſe 


PO CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 15 


exerciſe this extenſive power; for © he was before all 
things, and by him all things confiſt ;” „ in him 
„ dwelleth all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily.” 

Col. i. 17.—ii. 9. He poſſeſſes in himſelf wiſdom, 
alſo, ſufficient to direct his great power to infinitely 
good purpoſes, and adequate to the important office 


of governing the church in every age, till time ſhall 


be no more; for © in him are hid all the treaſures of 
* wiſdom and knowledge.” His almighty power, 
then, and unſearchable wiſdom, thus connected, ſhall, 
in the end, make all things, both in heaven and in 
earth, redound to his own glory and the good of his 
people, who are complete in him, who is the head of 
all principality and power (Col. ii. 3, 10; ch. i. 18) 
the head of the body, the church, 


How vain, then, are the attempts of earthly mo- 
narchs, when they exert the feeble arm of civil au- 
thority to promote the intereſts of an inviſible, ſpiri- 
tual, and heavenly kingdom, which can only be ſup- 
ported by the omnipotent hand of God ! How unjuſt 
their claims, and incompetent their wiſdom, to be 
head over his church, and to ſhare any part of the 
government over her, in appointing her faſts, her 
ſolemn prayers, and the bounds of her religious 


liberty! 


Yes, brethren, we have ſeen the aſſuming hand of 
civil authority exalting itſelf, in conjunction with a 


Es eccleſiaſtical power, to ſet aſide the laws of 


H 2 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and make them give place to their own inſti- 
tutions. But our friendihip to Jeſus is known only 
by our attachment to his laws, and which ſtand op- 
poſed to the friendſhip of this, world: © Ye are my 


friends if ye do whatſoever I command you.” — 


John xv. 14. 


In religious matters we cannot ſerve two maſters ; 
we muſt hold the authority of Chriſt over our con- 
ſciences by his word, independent of any earthly 


prince or power whatever, that, as did the Theſſalo- 


nians, when we receive the word of God, in the ſcrip- 


- tures, we may receive it, not as the word of men, nor 


under the fear and authority of the civil magiſtrates, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effec- 
tually worketh in thoſe that believe. 1 Thel, ii. 13, 


We preſume, therefore, that the civil powers have 
no right even to enforce genuine chriſtianity, were they 
ſo diſpoſed; for, according to this doctrine, it would 


then be our duty not only to obey God, but allo the 


king, in matters of religion. It would then be our 
duty to receive the goſpel as the word of men as well 
as the word of God, whoſe fear would be taught, 
partly by the precepts of men ; which _ the Lord 
hates. —Iſa. xxix. 13. 


Converſion to real chriſtianity would thus conſiſt, 
not ſolely in the exertion of almighty and ſpiritual 


energy in the belief of the goſpel, but partly by 
the power of carnal weapons in the hand of earthly 


authority, 
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authority, obliging the finner to give credit to the 
word of God, Being thus compelled to come in, 
according to the literal meaning of that phraſe, the 
church of God would be filled with men, under the 
controul of a carnal mind, anſwerable to the weapons 
with which they were regenerated. I) 

If, then, the civil powers have no right to enforce 
genuine chriſtianity by any other means than that 
which it is the duty of the meaneſt ſubje& to make 
uſe of, that is, fair and ſcriptural arguments, prayer, 
and a good life, ſurely they can have no authority for 
appointing and enforcing that which is directly con- 
trary to it; I mean a faſt, to pray for the ſucceſs of 
deſtructive arms, and often under the name of religion. 
A doctrine this altogether repugnant to the New 
Teſtament diſpenſation, and inimical to that time of 
reformation, which Paul has in view in his letter to 
the Hebrew church, which ſtood in perfect contraſt 
with the Jewiſh and unreformed ſtate, of the church. 
The prayers of the firſt chriſtians were never directed 
or put up to God for ſuch an end, It was rather that 
the time ſhould be accompliſhed when men ſhould 
learn war no more; when they ſhould beat their 
ſwords into plowſhares and their ſpears into pruning 
hooks, and when nation ſhould not lift up ſword 
againſt nation,—Ifa. ii. 4. The conſequence of which 
happy period will be, as in Micah iv, 4. They 
* ſhall fit every man under his vine and under his 
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& fig-tree, and none ſhall make them afraid ; for the 
& mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it*.” 


The 


® Theſe prophecies will apply to the commencement of the king- 
dom of Chriſt, which time is in ſcripture ſometimes termed the laſt 
days or times. —2 Pet. iii. 3; 1 Tim. iv. 1. The duration or length of 
theſe laſt days, perhaps, takes in the whole ſpace between the down 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, as in Acts ii. 17. and Joel ii, and the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt ; or at leaſt to his coming in ſpirit and 
great power, when the fulneſs of the Gentiles is come in, to the con- 
verſion of a remarkable body of the Jews (Rom. xi, 25, 26) ; in the 
latter part of which period, we are inclined to believe, though not 
pretending to much ſkill in theſe matters, that Iſaiah's and Micah's 
prophecies will be literally fulfilled. We preſume to ſay, every 
prophecy of the Old Teſtament has, or will have, a ſtrictly literal 
accompliſhment, whatever other figurative or ſpiritual meaning may 
be included in it, otherwiſe we think they would be vague, and ca- 
pable of being twiſted to any private purpoſe, and their certain ac- 
compliſhment not eaſily diſcerned, Upon this principle we judge, 
that as the ſtate of the chriſtian church was never yet ſo as to render 
its members void of all fear from the civil authority in every naton, 
A time is coming, when antichriſt having had his viſible overthrow 
in the nations, or as the prophecy expreſſes it, when the Lord ſhall 
judge among many people, and rebuke ſtrong nations afar off, 
which we think he is now doing; then they ſhall beat their ſwords 
into plough ſhares, &c. and nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt 
nation, nor learn war any more; and in compariſon to what has 
been, the earth ſhall then be filled with the knowledye of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea, —Habak. ii. 14. Iſa. xi. . 
In this time, alſo, the Lord ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond time 
to recover the remnant of his people. He ſhall ſet up an enſign 
« for the nations, and aſſemble the outcaſts of Iſrael, and gather to- 
* pether the diſperſed of Judah from the four corners of the carth. 
6c "ry envy of Ephraim ſhall . and the adverſaries of Judah 
| ; &« ſhall 
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The nation of the Jews were permitted, under the 
Moſaic religion, it being adapted to worldly power 
and 


*« ſhall be cut off, &c.—See Habak. ii. 11, 12, 13. Ezek. xxxvi. 
23, 24. Chap. xxxviii. 8. and the whole of the ſucceeding chapter. 
In this day Ezekiel's valley of dry bones, figurative of the diſperſed, 
rejected, and the ſpiritually dead ſtate of the Jews, will ſtand up an 
exceeding great army, being raiſed by the power of God from the 
grave of their treſpaſſes and fin, Theſe will not be an atmy of 
man's appointment, to deſtroy with carnal weapons ; they will be an 
army for God, equipped with the armour of righteouſneſs. The 
Lord will fight their battles for them, and place them in their own 
land, —Ezek. xxxvii. 1—15. This tjme, we are inclined to think, 
will agree with the ſtate of the Philadelphian church deſcribed in 
the Revelations, when, anſwerable to its name, brotherly love will 
ſpread, and, in its ancient ſimplicity and power, will appear conſpicu- 
ous amongſt the Jews and Gentiles as one body in Chriſt. The glory 
of this period 1s ſo great that many chriſtians cannot admit of the 
truth of it, as they know not how to account for it, or reconcile it 
with the idea of the ſuffering ſtate of Chrilt's true church in this 
world, or of its being deſcribed as a little flock. It was difficult for 
the Jews to account for the wonderful call of the Gentiles, after 
they had been ſo long in a ſtate of alienation from God; and 
how aſtoniſhing to the diſciples of Chriſt, for years only twelve in 
number, to hear of three thouſand converted in a day! In ſome. 
of the perſecuted ſtates of chriſtians under Rome papal, when God's 
witneſſes lay as dead in the ſtreets of the great city, and when 
ſcarcely a faint was to be ſeen or known” by a ſcriptural profeſſion of 
the faith, our preſent privileges, and the wonderful revolution that 
commenced by the reformation of Wickliff, Luther, and Calvin, if 
deſcribed to ſuch, muſt have appeared as unaccountable and incon- 
ſiſtent with their ſuffering and aMlitive condition, I do not figure 
out to myſelf ſcarcely a greater difference between the preſent, and. 
that glorious and happy period to come, which has been now hinted 
at, than was between thoſe times ; for as now, there will then be tho 
enemies of Chriſt, poſſeſſing, though not the power, yet the ſpirit 
H 4 of 
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and to the fleſhly ſeed of Abraham, to go forth with 


_ deſtructive weapons againſt their enemies, for the 


purpoſe of defending the worſhip of the true God 
againſt the incurſions of idolatry. 


In the wilderneſs, during their journey to the pro- 


of perſecution and enmity againſt God's people. The viſible 
power of antichriſt by its civil authority will then be totally con- 
ſumed, by the brightneſs of the Lord's coming in thoſe days, but 
the ſecret ſpirit of him will, I preſume, till exift in the boſom of 
falſe profeſſors, of which the chriſtian churches will not then be to- 
tally cleared of. The ſpirit of antichriſt wrought in the apoftles? 
days, before it came to a he; and for the ſame cauſe it may ope- 
rate in the times after this head is cut of. The chriſtians then, as 
now, will have an evil heart of unbelief to grapple with : they will 
have fin to conquer, and enough to make them deſire to be unclothed 
with mortality, that they may be clothed upon with their houſe 
from heaven. And with reſpect to their great numbers, who can 
object to it, if it be the mind of God to call them in one hope of their 


calling? Chriſtianity may reign in myriads in the fame degree of 


perfection as in one individual. And though in general the church has 
appeared but a little flock, comparatively, in every age hitherto, yet 


there may be an exception in this period. Why not admit that the 


church, though appearing as yet only a growing bud, may not then 
come forth under the benign influence of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, as 
a full blown roſe, diſſeminating a fragrance, which till then has never 
yet been ſeen or experienced? And will it not be as ſurpriſing to the 
beholding chriſtian eye, to ſee this roſe again contrꝶcting its once 
divinely expanded leaves into a withered form, and by abounding 
iniquity loſe its former fragrance, until it dwindles into nothing? 
ſo that when the Son of Man ſhall come, the world will reſemble in 
wickedneſs the days of Noah—Matt. xxiv. 37 1 38. Theſe, my 
brethren, pardoning this long note, are the great things that I con- 
ceive we ſhould look for, that we may be prepared for their 


coming. 
" I" ” miled 


To CIVIL GOVERNMENT, 121 


miſed land of reſt, they were ordered of God occa- 
ſionally to fight their way through the obſtructing 
adverſaries, that they might obtain the promiſe made 
unto their fathers. Burt theſe wars are no precedents 
to chriſtians; for in the ſhadowy diſpenſation of the 
Jews, they only prefigured the ſpiritual conteſts of 
chriſtians againſt fin and ſatan, in order to their ob- 
taining the ſpiritual and eternal bleflings of the hea- 
venly Canaan above. Hence an apoſtle contraſts the 
chriſtian weapons with thoſe uſed by the Jews: For 
* though we walk in the fleſh, we do not war after 
e the fleſh; for the weapons gf our warfare are not 
* carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
own the ſtrong holds, caſting down imaginations, 
ce and every high thing that exalteth itfelf againſt the 
* knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
6 thought to the obedience of Chriſt.—2 Cor. 


X. 33 0 5 


Theſe weapons are particularly deſcribed” in Eph. 
chap. vi.; and are only to be uſed in the kingdom 
of God, which conſiſts not in any thing ſenſual, but 
in righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit, 
Rom. xiv. 17. 


Oppoſed to this kingdom are all thoſe who delight 
in war, whoſe origin is in the luſt and carnality of 
men, according to apoſtolic deciſion.— James iv. I, 2. 
And how applicable are his words in the 3d verſe, to 
thoſe chriſtians who ſcruple not to Join with thoſe who 


appoint 
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appoint a day of ſupplications to God, in behalf of 
carnal and deſtructive weapons: © Ye aſk and receive 
not, becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that ye may conſume it 
upon your luſt.” 


The faſt of the Ninevites is, however, confider- 
ed by ſome as an irrefragable proof, that chriſtians 
ought to obey a national faſt by the king's appoint- 
ent. | 


Their araxment is this: If God acknowledged a 
faſt appointed by a heathen prince, ſurely we ought - 
to obey the appointed faſt of a chriſtian king,” But 
ſurely it is neither warrantable nor ſafe to determine 
the chriſtian conduct by the dim light of the Old, 
whilſt we enjoy the ſuperior and meridian light of 
the New Teſtament, eſpecially when the inſtance ad- 


verted to in the former, would involve a contradic- 
tion to the doctrines contained in the latter. This 
ancient faſt, however, and thoſe in modern times, are 


very diſſimilar both in their end, circumſtances, and 
effects. The faſt of the Ninevites was not for the 
ſucceſs of carnal weapons, but for the purpoſe of 
averting impending and certain judgments for their 


fins.—Second, The certain and immedite overthrow 


of that city was denounced by the Lord's prophet — 


Third, The king did not appoint the faſt in particu- 


lar, hut the peeple believed God, it is ſaid, in conſe- 
quence of which it was they who firſt proclaimed the 


| _ and the king, being under the fame condemna- 


tion 
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tion with the meaneſt of his ſubjects, gave his ſanc- 
tion to it.— Jonah iii. 5, 


But does God now threaten to puniſh in this man- 
ner? If he does, ſurely all chriſtians under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances would both faſt and pray, believing in 
God, whether it were regarded or not by the king. 
Surely it would have been juſtifiable in the Ninevites 
to have acted as they did, ſuppoſing the king had not 
believed the prophet. The civil powers can neither 
heighten -nor diminiſh our obligations to obey God, 
It is well if they encourage men to do it, and we 
ought to be thankful for it : but their encouragement 
makes no difference as to the duty we owe to God. 
The kceping of the Lord's day is ſanctioned by our 
government, for which we onght to bleſs God, and 
acknowledge it in our rulers : yet chriſtians meet on 
that day independent of this, and could not be re- 
ſtrained from it, were the civil authority to obje& 
to it, becauſe they know it is the appointment of 
Cod. We therefore think that prayer and faſting, 
as ſolemn chriſtian duties, for the ſame reaſon, ſtand 
unconnected with our obedience to civil government; 
and that the ſeaſons for theſe holy exerciſes can only 
be regulated by a real chriſtian church under the di- 
rections of Chriſt the only head. Nor do we think 
that a chriſtian church ought. to refuſe. faſting and 
prayer, at a time that a nation is engaged in it mere- 
ly on that account, if there are ſcriptural. grounds for 
it; as in caſe of a plague, famine, or any other gene» 
£ ral and threatening calamity, which muſt at once 
8 ſtrike 
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ſtrike a uniform conviction upon every chriſtian's 
mind of the neceſſity of ſuch a duty. 


We, however, meet with no faſt of this nature in the 
New Teſtament. We hear of a general dearth which 
affected the chriſtians in Judea, but no faſt appointed 
on the occaſion. All the faſts mentioned are either of a 
private, or have a relation to church matters. And, 
indeed, had there been any example of a political faft 
in the New Teſtament, it muſt have lead to political 
diſcuſſion and diſputes among chriſtians, a practice 
this altogether forcign to the nature of Chriſt's re- 
ligion. | 


But further, it hath alſo been pleaded by ſome 
chriſtians, that conſidering the king, or thoſe in au- 
thority, as God's miniſter, ho are by the apoſtle 
(Rom. xiii. iv.) ſaid not to bear the ſword in vain, 
that it implies the lawfulneſs of chriſtians praying that 
the arms of a nation may have effect upon a common 
enemy : but ſurely the apoſtle did not mean that the 
chriſtians at Rome ſhould pray for the extenſion of the 
Roman conqueſts! His ideas were not much enlarg- 


ed in this way. He certainly, rather than war and 


bloodſhed, means to exhort chriſtians that” they ſhould 
be good and peaceable ſubjects in all civil matters, 
and that if they refuſed ſubjection to thoſe in authori- 
ty, they, as well as other men, ought to ſuffer under - 
the ſword of juſtice; otherwiſe, it would be in effect 
like bearing the ſword in vain, The apoſtle had de- 
I . clwkẽared 
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clared himſelf at all times ready to die, if any thing 
worthy of it could, by thoſe in authority, be. found 
in his civil conduct. He was not of the mind of 
ſome profeſſed chriſtians in after ages, who diſgraced 
that holy name wherewith they were called, by ima- 
gining themſelves delivered from the bonds of civil 
authority when they were made Chriſt's free ſervants, 
—No. He willingly ſubjected himſelf to every ordi- 
nance of man for the Lord's ſake. We therefore 
think, that by bearing not the ſword in vain, the 
| apoſtle means, that by it thoſe in authority ſhould 
maintain peace and good order at home, Upon this 
principle chriſtians may admit the propriety of main- 
taining a ſtanding army for the purpoſe of giving 
energy to law, quelling inteſtine broils and factions, 
and maintaining peace. Nor do we at preſent fee it 
inconſiſtent in ſome caſes, that chriſtians ſnould de- 
fend themſelves againſt the violence of an enemy. It 
is true our Lord ſays, reſiſt not evil; and if any ſmite 
thee on one cheek, turn to him the other. This is to 
be literally complied with when the evil comes upon 
us merely on the account of religion, or when we 
are ſmitten for the worthy name of Chriſt, But 1 
do not ſee any evil in lifting up my hand to ward off 
a blow aimed at my head by a villain, who has nothing 
in view but to deprive me of life and obtain money. 
Not reſiſting evil has a particular reference to the old 
law of retaliation, which warranted the injured to re- 
turn evil for evil, in an equal degree: but pure ſelf- 
defence againft violence offered to our body, and 
againſt unjuſt aſperſions of our moral character, can- 
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not well be conſtrued into acts of retaliation, which 
the chriſtian by all means is to avoid. Suppoſ- 
ing a number of chriſtians, along with other men, 
beſieged by a common enemy, whoſe aim was 
plunder and deſpoil, would it not be the duty of the 
chriſtians to aſſiſt their fellow ſubjects in repelling ſuch 
a banditti? If this be not admitted, it unavoidably 
follows, that a chriſtian, in ſuch circumſtances, ought 
tamely to give up his own, and the life of his neareſt 
relatives, with every other thing moſt dear, into the 
hands of monſters in human ſhape, becauſe that he 


will not reſiſt evil! Surely our Lord never taught 
ſuch a doctrine? No: on the contrary, he ſays, ** if 
& the good man of the houſe had known in what 


dc watch the thief would come, he would have watch- 
« ed, and would not have ſuffered his houſe to be 
&* broken up. Matt. xxiv. 43. In fine, if we are 
not allowed pure ſelf-defence in civil matters, neither 
locks nor laws could be of any uſe to chriftians, If 
we think it any privilege to be protected, and if we 
approve of the conduct of thoſe who protect us in our 
liberties, ſurely what we approve 1n others we may do 


'ourſel ves, if neceſſary, though it ſhould be a diſagree- 


able ſervice. 


Fourth. To ſhew, that to diſpute FRA and med- 
dle with matters of politics is not conſiſtent with the 
genius and ſpirit of chriſtianity ; concluding with a 
few remarks from the whole. 


By diſputing about politics, I call that ſtrictly cri- 
minal which extends to open contention and cavel- 
on ling, 
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ling, which has little tendency but to alienate the af- 
fections of men from thoſe in authority, and to divide 
ſubjects into private parties and factions. This, to 
me, is unworthy of a good ſubject, but intolerantin a 
chriſtian, 


By meddling with matters of politics we mean, the 
exerciſe of an anxious mind labouring to inveſtigate 
politics, and to decide upon which and what is the 
beſt mode of governing. Some degree of this may 
be laudable in ſuch as have influence and power to 
effect any thing in a lawful way for the good of man- 
kind. But as real chriſtians have in general no ſort 
of influence or office in ſtates to make theſe inquiries 
any part of their duty, it would be ſinful. 


We have no example, either in the conduct of our 
Lord or his apoſtles, for any thing of this ſort, al- 
though there were ſufficient occaſions for it, had they 
been ſo diſpoſed. The queſtion put to Jeſus, whether 
it were lawful to pay tribute to Cæſar? was a ſuf- 
ficient opportunity for him to have ſhewn when it 
was, and when it was not lawful, if he had maintain- 
ed any ſuch diſtinction. Bur, on the contrary, we ſee 
he poſitively commands us to pay tribute to Cæſar, 
but gives us no directions for inveſtigating the law- 
fulneſs of his government, or whether it were conſiſt- 
ent with the rights of man. Nor did Jeſus in this 
conduct court the applauſe or ſeek the protection of 
the Roman government for himſelf and followers.— 
No: he has taught his diſciples in every age to ſeek 
not ſhelter from princes at the expence of truth; but 

ever 
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ever to remember to render unto God the things that 
are God's, as well as to Cæſar the things that are his. 
The inſpired ſervant of Chriſt, and magnanimous 
apoſtle of the gentiles, who in all his conduct appears 
to have deſpiſed the fear of man when put in compe- 
tition with the fear of God, does not ſcruple to enjoin 
obedience to a cruel and deſpotic prince, under whoſe 
power ſome chriſtians at Rome ſuffercd death, for a 
crime, of which not they, but their prince himſelf was 
guilty *. It is probable that this piece of cruelty 
took place before the apoſtle had written his epiſtle to 
the Romans; if ſo, it makes his doctrine of chriſtian 
ſubjection to the powers that be till more ſtriking, 
and frees it from all poſſible objection, when it is con- 
fidered in how unlimited a manner he enjoins obedi- 
ence to ſuch a wicked governor. Beſides, we muſt 
neceſſarily infer, that if the apoſtle had thought it the 
duty of chriſtians ro inveſtigate the nature of civil 
government, in order to decide upon the lawful and 
beſt modes of it before they could render due ſubjec- 
tion, here was a fair opportunity and an occaſion for 
it. It is very natural to ſuppoſe that the chriſtians at 
Rome had made ſome inquiries of the apoſtle con- 
cerning this matter, to which the beginning of.the 
thirteenth chapter in his epiſtle to this curch is a 
direct anſwer : namely, that every ſoul ſhould be ſub- 
ject to the powers that be, as we have already ſeen, , 


2 Nero, who hated the chriſtians, in a wanton fit, ordered his 
8 to ſet a part of Rome on fire, and aſterwards charged it upon 
the chriſtians, for which ſeveral of them were put to death, 


It 
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It is generally allowed, that this church was com- 
poſed of both Jews and Gentiles. If fo, it would be 
no wonder in thoſe days to hear a Jewiſh convert 
queſtion whether it were lawful to ſubmit to a govern- 
ment maintaining the worſhip of 1dols! Nor would it 
be ſurpriſing to hear a Gentile convert query whether 
they were to eſteem that government to be of God, 
which loaded chriſtians with reproach, haraſſed them 
with perſecution, and put others to death for ctimes 
of which they were not guilty. It was natural to the 
Gentile and to the Jew to reſiſt the injuries done; but 
notwithſtanding theſe conſiderations, both are required 
to ſubmit upon one and the ſame principle, even for 
conſcience ſake, They were taught to be ſubject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magiſtrates, and to 
be no brawlers; no contenders or diſputants, the word 
means, which ſurely is here applicable to politics, 
- Titus ii. 2. 


But further, we may prove; from the nature of 
Chriſt's kingdom, and the general laws enjoined upon 
all its ſubjects, that to meddle with politics is highly 
inconſiſtent with it. He has plainly told us that his 
kingdom is not of this world (John xviii. )s govern- 
ed neither by its laws nor maxims. Therefore, as 
Chriſt does not wiſh the kings of the earth to rule in 
any meaſure for him, ſo neither does he require his 
ſubjects to interfere with the dominions or govern- 
ments of the princes of this world. The ſervices of 
chriſtians, as buſy-bodies in politics, will prove as un- 
* to the Lord Jeſus, as that of earthly mo- 
DE. narchs 
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narchs when they ſet up for defenders of his faith by 
the force of carnal weapons. Both parties are equally 
out of their proper ſphere, and act equally inconſiſt- 
ent with their own principles. The religion of the 
Son of God, which is pure and ſpiritual, will not mix 
with politics, which at beſt are but of an earthly na- 
ture, imperfect, and tranſitory, Therefore, when 
Chriſt came into the world, he made no attempt to 
alter civil governments, or to mould them into a re- 
ligious form, as many profeſſed chriſtians have ſince 
wiſhed governments to be. His aim was to eftabliſh 
a kingdom of his own, perfectly different from all 
other kingdoms, whoſe laws are all heavenly and di- 
vine, abſolutely perfect, and in their duration eternal. 
Hence has ariſen an everlaſting dominion, and a king- 
dom that ſhall never be deſtroyed. —Dan. vii. 14. 


„ 


CONCLUSION. 


From the whole then of what has been ſaid, let us 
be exhorted to be at peace with all men, and quiet 
under whatſoever government we are placed by the 
unerring hand of Providence. We are called upon 
to have our converſation in heaven, whence we look 
for the Saviour. In the paſſage here alluded to, the 
apoſtle reproves ſome profefling chriſtiIns, who in 
their conduct appeared to be enemies of Chriſt, who 
gloried in their ſhame, and minded earthly things; 
who probably contended more for their rights as citi- 
zens here, than for their privileges as chriſtians be- 
longing to city above, whoſe maker and builder is 
God.— Phil. iii. 18, 19, 20. 

1 5 | 5 Let 


TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT, 131 


Let us remember therefore, that it is in heaven 
where our intereſt chiefly is. There is our citizen- 
| ſhip; and in the view of poſſeſſing it ſhortly will the 
main of our converſation be directed. We are called 
upon to ſet our affections on things above, and not on 
things on the earth; and our Lord lays it down as a 
maxim, that if we are laying up treaſures above, our 
hearts will be there alſo; in the ſame way as they who 
heap up treaſures here have their hearts on earth, If 
then-heaven be our chief banking houſe, our conver- 
ſation will be much taken up about the ſecurity of 
our property there, and we ſhall find, to our comfort, 
that if once laid up in the ſacred manfions above, they 
will remain inviolable from thieves and unhurt by the 

moth, 


We are pilgrims in this world, as all our forefa- 
thers were, and we, like them, ſeek a country above, 
It does not ſuit well with the idea of a pilgrim, when 
paſſing through a ſtrange country, to retard his jour- 
ney by ſtopping to diſpute and ſettle the manners and 
laws of a country, to which he means not to return. 
But how inadequate are chriſtians for ſuch a taſk ! 
It is no ealy matter to attain ſuch a knowledge of 
politics, as will warrant us to ſay what is the bel 
mode of-ruling mankind. In the purſuit of ſuch an 
inquiry the whole of a chriſtian's life might be ſpent 
ere he could know how to decide for the beſt; and 
perhaps, after all, be left in total perplexity about it. 
We ought rather to admire the more excellent way 
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which Jeſus has taught us, which leaves no room for 
doubt, by making it our poſitive duty to obey every 
kind of government, without exceptions to the. cha- 
racters of thoſe who rule. Here perplexity is at an 
end, and we are led to admire the wiſdom of Chriſt 
in eſtabliſhing a rule of obedience, ſo ſuitable to chriſ- 
tians in every age, and in every country where they 
may dwell on the earth: ſo that we may conceive of 
chriſtians in various nations, all harmoniouſly ſending 
up their petitions to God for their kings and gover- 
nors, and for the good of their reſpective countries, 
though the governments of each may be totally dif- 
ferent to each other. This way not only ſuits the 
age and the country we live in, but alſo the meaneſt 
of capacities in the chriſtian profeſſion, The wayfar- 
ing man, though a fool as to politics, need not err in 
it: for ſurely any of us can underſtand, when it is 
affirmed that there are no powers but what are of God, 
and that every ſoul muſt be ſubject to them; while, 
on the other hand, the wiſeſt could ſcarcely affirm 
zith a ſafe conſcience what is the beſt mode of go- 
vernment. | 


We ought alſo to know that the end of govern- 
ment is for the good of mankind; and though we 
may not always be bleſt wich what we mdy conceive 
to be the beſt form of it, yet we are ſure, that without 
ſome kind of government we could not long exiſt in 
the world. The worſt of governments are better than 
none; and there are none ſo bad but what are pro- 
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ductive of ſome real benefit to thoſe who live under 
them. Let us beware of a ſpirit that would lead us 
to rebel againſt the higher powers on earth: the ſame 
ſpirit would in the end lead us to fight againſt the 
armies of heaven, and defy the Almighty. The an- 
gels that firſt ſinned, did not like to be in ſubjection 
to the higher powers of heaven, The idea of being 
governed did not ſuit theſe ambitious ſpirits. They 
deſired to govern themſelves, therefore God caſt them 
down to hell, and delivered them unto chains of dark- 
neſs to be reſerved unto judgment.—2 Peter tl. 4. 


From this dreadful ſource of ambition and rebellion 
we ſee a ſtream. of it running through every age, and 
infecting every condition and relation of men. By 
the influence of this ſpirit Korah and his company re- 
belled againſt the government of Moſes; and at 
length the children of Iſrael, through its baneful in- 
fluence, did not like God to reign over them. As 
children, how naturally are we averſe to ſubmit to 
the government of parents! Their kindly reſtraints 
upon us are conſidered as intolerable yokes of bon- 
dage : yes, in every relation of life where ſubjection 
is enjoined, the natural emotions of our wicked hearts 
rife up againſt it. | 


As men and chriſtians, we indeed cannot but think 
of the difference between the good and evil exiſting in 
courts, We ought neither to be rebels nor paraſites. 
Therefore we cannot approve of the evil becauſe 
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committed by thoſe' in authority; yet it is no part ef 


our duty to reprove ſuch, much leſs to attempt to re- 
form by violence. Kings and magiſtrates muſt be 
accountable; for their own immoral conduct to him 
who is higher than the hi ſt, and who Wil reward 
the iniquity of princes by the ſame ſcales of impartial 
juſtice, as thoſe by which the peaſant and the beggar 
ve weider $0888 | 7 8 
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. Wld others are aftively RAPE? in \ finding out 


the cortuptions of government, let it be our ſerious 
buſineſs to find out the ſecret and hidden ſprings of 


dcgofruptions yet remaining in ourſelves, that we may 
be more competent Judges of the faults of others: 


- Wa; in the midſt of heayy complaints aboyrtaxations, 
let 3 that we bave wherewith N them. 
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2 on Let us reflect oat grateful ngen to 
Gad for the invaluable privileges of the preſent time, 


under the preſent government, by hieb we are pro- 


5 tested in our religious Bberties to a conſiderable de- 
geee, though not to all the length that might be ex- 


pected and wiſhed for 3 yet, in compariſon with for- 
mer times und to other moderi nations, we ſhall find 
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